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A NOTE ON THE INTERFACE BETWEEN PEACE RESEARCH
AND INTERNATIONAL LAW
— Focusing on Human Rights —

< Summary >
Toshiki Mogami

Although the problem of peace has been one of the primary concerns
of the study of international law, the linkage with peace research is yet
obscure, Indeed, the distance between the two appears to be widening
rather than narrowing. How can the study of international law be made
relevant to the problem of peace ?

In order to come to grips with this question, we should first begin by
understanding the distance between the two. There seems to be several
factors which hinder the study of intemational law from participating
meaningfully in peace research. First is the obstinate influence exerted
by legal positivism, making it more difficult to advocate a value-oriented
approach, such as peace research, in connection with the study of inter-
nationat law. Secondly, there is a discrepancy between the world outlooks
of the two disciplines. For international law, the world is fandamentally
and ultimately made up of nation-states; hence inter-national order. On
the other hand, the world as envisaged by peace research is composed of
individuals; hence world (global) order for the sake of individuals, es-
pecially victims of the present violent world. Thirdly, part of the problem
may be attribuied to peace research, i.e., a rather negative posture
toward the possible role to be played by international law.

All this applies to the case of the enhancement of human rights. The
study of intemational law concerns itself mainly with the analysis of
existing institutions for the protection of human rights; it can sometimes
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be reduced to a mere ascertainment of /ex lata. In conirast, peace research
does not care much about such aspects. It pays more attention to the
kind of human rights which should be given priority with a view to re-
~ structuring the world into a more just order.

In spite of such discrepancies, there still remain opportunities for the
rapprochement between the two disciplines, particulasdly if the study of
international law can end its dependence upon rigid positivism. This task
is urgent if the study of international law is to revive its relevancy in
solving world problematique.



