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WOOD FURNITURE AND JOINERY INDUSTRY IN ASEAN

< Summary >
Tsuneo Nakauchi

I had a chance to serve as a team leader of a joint research study of
ASEAN wood furniture and joinery industry, conducted jointly by Japan
International Cooperation Agency and Technonet Asia, from January to
December 1982. Financial assistance for this survey has been provided by
Japanese Government through JICA.

The purpose of this survey research lies mainly in the establishment of
a basic data bank to provide a good bird’s-eye-view of furniture and
joinery industry through interviewing sample firms selected in proportion
to the estimated number of the industry. Seven hundred and nine firms
were then taken for interview from various regions and sizes,

These firms have been classified into five groups according to the size,
It should be admitted as a limitation of this study, however, that those
firms employing less than five people were totally omitted from this
survey. Table one above shows such a distribution of firms by size and by
country.

A little less than two hundred questions have been asked to these 709
firms scattered in the four countries. The salient feature of the analysis
has been shown by twenty-three graphs in section IL, It is of interest to
note that whereas Malaysia comes top in per capita income among four
ASEAN countries followed by Thailand, Philippines and Indonesia,
Thailand comes f{irst, at least so far as the technological level of the
industry is concerned, followed by Malaysia, Philippines and Indonesia,
The establishment of industrial service institute and continuous provision
of technical training in the furniture industry in Thailand have con-



22

tributed to the more than proportional technological achievements.

Some facts are obvious from these graphs, such as country-wise
comparison of major production-mix, the level of infrastructure develop-
ments, educational backgrounds of entrepreneurs and workmen, and
productivities stc.

Technological innovation, though much desired, should be encouraged
with a due care to the employment situation, In Indonesia, for example,
too rapid a mechanization might suddenly increase unemployment with
possible damaging effects on the traditional value systems.

In spite of numerable obstacles, the future of furniture and joinery
industry is promising if due care is taken in the long range development
plans for the development of infrastructure and technical absorptions.
Some important policy recommendations have been summarized in
section III.



