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It was the hope of the American government that peaceful elements in the Japanese government

would be encouraged to reassert )
their influence over the army and its supporters. During 1931, Secretary Stimson did not propose
to the powers any anti- Japanese action which Britain or France rejected. Indeed, it was the
H.anmzo powers that sounded out cautiously the American Secretary of State as to whether the
United States would support a policy of sanctions. Secretary Stimson gave no encouragement to
these inquiries; in fact, his expositions of policy and his instructions to American representatives
at Geneva, London and Paris were hostile to sanctions of any kind involving the United States,
other than the sanctions of adverse public opinion and official non-recognition of conquests or

oy

| settlements achieved by other than peaceful means.
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During the 1920’s the Japanese did not care to fight for their claims. Time was of no particular

value to them, and they could afford to wait. But they were bitterly resentful over our op-
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position to their land grabbing programs.
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The United States is clearly within its rights both in barring Japanese immigrants and exclud.

ing the Japanese from citizenship ; and any state has a legal right to prohibit aliens from

owning land within its borders unless this legislation conflicts with some treaty provision. Our

country is not alone in adopting the policy of protecting itself from the menace of Oriental

immigration, since Canada, Australia, and other British dominions have passed even more
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astringent measures.
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The historian remembers that when, in June, 1863, the Shigun’s representative proposed to the
f S.mwms representatives that negotiations take place for a Eo&mnmmos of the existing treaties,
the American Minister replied, “A solemu treaty has been made by the government of Japan
with the GES& States granting to its citizens the liberty to reside and trade at’ these ports.
‘This right thus acquired will not be surrendered and cannot be withdrawn. Even to propose
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such a measure is an insult to my country, and equivalent to a declaration of war.”
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A group of Americans who suffered greatly from the war hysteria were our citizens of Japanese
descent-young men and women of the second and third generation in America, brought up in
American schools to believe in justice for all. When the army decided in the first winter of the
war that all people with Japanese blood living near the Pacific Coast should be evacuated at
‘once to camps on the interior, consternation reigned; but there was no thought of serious
protest. Bundling together the few possessions they were allowed to take with them, thousands
of self -respecting families—farmers, merchants, students, professional men—were rnamm into
m,z%aoimoa shelters to await transportation to huge camps, as yet only partially built-long rows
of desolate barracks in which whole families were crowded into single bare rooms, unfurnished
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