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In recent years, active learning is being received with enthusiasm in Japanese universities. However, some
students encounter difficulties with active participation in this style of education. This study focuses on how
Japanese communication styles may affect the behavior of students. The purpose of this study is to
investigate the relation between enryo-sasshi communication (Ishii, 1984) and the evaluation of an active
learning class for college freshmen education. A questionnaire survey was conducted among college
freshmen to address the purpose of this study. The results of the analysis indicate that “the consideration of
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the situation of others,” “interpersonal relation based on trust” and “understanding of a euphemistic
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message” correlate positively with inter-student communication. However “the self-restraint of the message”

correlates negatively with inter-student communication. This study found that relevant instruction to the

students was required. Furthermore, “consideration to the situation of others” and “interpersonal relations

based on trust” correlate positively with the class evaluation. It is suggested that these were factors that

increased positive class evaluations.
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