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RESIDENTS IN A REBUILT CITY WARD
IN HIROSHIMA, PART I

< Summary >
Motoyoshi Omori

Hiroshima is now the tenth largest city in Japan with a population of
874,179 in 1979. The city has become the pivot of economic, political
and cultural activities in the southern part of the main island. In the
World War II Hiroshima was ruined; its population of 336,483 in Febru-
ary 1944 decreased to 137,197 in November 1945, a loss of approxi-
mately 200,000 lives. The city, however, rapidly restored its population,
from 171,902 in 1946 to 361,367 in 1954. The residents, then, con-
sisted of the survivors of the atomic bomb, returnees from the air-raid
evacuation or military service and the new immigrants from other
localities.

This paper examines the process of rebuilding the once ruined city. In
collaboration with Koichi Maruyama the author did door-te-door inter-
views of 156 households, population 376, of a ward located in Higashi
Hiratsuka-cho. The area, located in the eastern corner of the center of
the city, was completely destroyed by the atomic bomb explosion. The
ward has been, however, rebuilt as a residential area consisting of 60
single, 81 nuclear and 15 composite families in 1977. Of these house-
holds/families 8 (4%) had settled before the explosion, 24 (15%) moved
in during the first decade after the war, 38 (25%) immigrated into the
ward during the second decade and the remaining 86 (56%) came there
during the past ten years. Not only an increase of the number but also
an expansion of the birth places of these immigrants has occurred during
the period. 86% of the 62 household heads having immigrated between
1945 and 1964 were born within Hiroshima prefecture. Only 43% of
those moving in after 1965 were natives of the prefecture. 53% came



BREGHKOEEMBE 105

from the outside. This tendency coincides with the accelerated economic
growth of the city where 449,058 workers produced as much as 1,291.8
billion yen in 1975, 74% of which was the profit of tertiary industries.

After close scrutiny it was revealed that 33 households or 108 (29%)
of the 376 residents had certain relations with the atomic bomb victims;
the household heads themselves, their spouses or kin being amoeng the
victims. The survivors and their descendants have suffered from prej-
udice and segregation in employment and in marriage due to fear of the
radioactive pollution from the bomb. A movement of these sufferers to
secure more stable jobs and residences was active during the earlier two
decades. However, this movement has slowed down during the past ten
years. At Higashi Hiratsuka-cho 14 out of the 33 had settled before the
explosion, 14 moved in during the earlier two decades and 5 came during
the last one.

(continued)



