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THE FUNCTION OF SLUMS IN THE PRIMATE CITY
OF THE DEVELOPING CQUNTRIES
— Two Types of Contradicting Theories Reviewed —

<€ Summary >

Koichi Niitsu

The slums and squatters in developing countries is considered to be
*a big social problem” especially in primate cities. Though this view is
generally supported by researchers, the empirical studies conducted
mostly by Asian scholars suggest that the slums (and squatters) in Asian
primate cities does not necessarily mean dysfunctional for the develop-
ment of the given societies as well as for the adaptation of migrants to
the cities. While there are two conflicting views — dysfunctional view vs.
"enfunctional view, some researchers identifies two different types of
slums — dysfunctional type and enfunctional type — making the distinc-
tion between “slums of despair™ and “slums of hope”, ‘““dead-end™ and
“open-end” slums, “urban jungle” and “‘entry area”, etc.

In this paper, the author analyzes these discussions and suggests that
it is appropriate to consider two different factors — dysfunctional and
enfunctional — to be identified in any slums and therefore the important
problem is to consider which factor is more dominant in a given slum or
slums of a given city. Setiling up the analytical framework of a slum,
the both dysfunctional and enfunctional factors of the slums in the
present developing countries were generally discussed. Through these
discussions, the author clarifies the functional characteristics of slums
in the developing countries.



