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NEW RELIGION UNDER THE CONDITIONS
OF FAMILY CRISIS
— Re-examination of Deprivation Theory —

<€ Summary

Masako Watanabe

1. This study is an attempt to examine the implications of deprivation
affecting the commitment to new religion, applying the findings in a
particular community selected as a control group for our survey. Fur-
thermore, our attention is paid to the role of new religion in overcoming
family crisis which might cause the experiences of deprivation. For the
purpose of these analysis, we have adopted R. Hill's formula: A (the
crisis-precipitating event) interacting with B (family’s crisis-meeting re-
sources) interacting with C (the definition the family makes of the event)
produces X (the crisis).

The working hypotheses for our study are as follows. The families
which have already committed to new religion, as against those not yet
committed, had (1) experienced heavier stress, (2) lacked in the effective
resources on problem-solving within the family, (3) possessed no reliable
networks for the problem-solving in the application of secular means, and
(4) had the propensity of solving the problems through religious belief.
2. About one half of the families living in the community are believers
of new religions (Rissho-kosei-kai, Sokagakkai, & Tenrikyo). Among
these families, our attention was focussed on their experiences of suffer-
ing from hardships since the end of World War I, on the foundation of
their comparative approach employing Hill’s formula.

By classifying the affairs which enhance their crisis on one side, and
examining family life cycle and their supporters both of which constitute
the ability to overcome their crisis on the other, the following findings
have become clear. '

Believers of Rissho-kosei-kai A and Sokagakkai reveal high degree of
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stress, and lack of the managing ability against their crisis. Consequently,
many of them seemed to be suffering from crisis. On the contrary, the
degree of stress is lower in the cases of Rissho-koseikai B and Tenrikyo,
which do not differ from non-committed families. Accordingly, in the
latter cases, it seems to be necessary to introduce the factors other than
deprivation in order to explain the motive of their commitment to the
new religion.

3. Our findings on the foundation of network analysis are as follows.

(1) The networks of relatives, which have already existed, do not func-
tion effectively in the case of Rissho-kosei-kai A and B, and Soka-
gakkai. Conversely, in the case of Rissho-kosei-kai B, they are ab-
sorbed into considerably close networks of their neighborhoods,
The networks of both relatives and neighborhoods function effec-
tively among Tenrikyo believers.

(2) The new networks mediated by religious belief are formed among
the Sokagakkai believers.

(3) The Rissho-kosei-kai (A and B) believers form close networks con-
siderably, though these networks do not function as mediating or
intensifying factors for their belief. But, on the other hand, these
networks are effective in broadening their belief.

4. A positive role of new religion exists for the believers, when they

try to overcome their family crisis, in the fact that their belief does

affect the B (the family’s crisis-meeting resources) and C (the definition
the family makes of the event) factors. That is to say, the isolated in-
dividual acquires religious supporters through his/her commitment to
new religion; almost at the same time, a transformation of the definition
of situation takes place in the mind of the committed believers. Thus,
above zll, the characteristics of new religion consist in the fact that it
affects the management of crisis by means of transforming factors B and
C in particular.



