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THE EMPEROR HENRY IV AND THE EPISCOPAL TOWNS
IN THE RHENISH DISTRICT

<€ Summary
Masayoshi Uozumi

In this article I would like, by introducing an academic report of R.
Kottje, to sketch the political situation in which the Emperoor Henry IV
was increasingly inclined to visit the ‘Bischofsstidte” (episcopal towns) in
the Rhenish district, in most cases establishing friendly relations with
their citizens. He often visited ‘Bishofsstiddte’, and chiefly those in which
the citizens were opposed to their Bishop i.e. ‘Stadtherr’ (lord of the
town). It was also confirmed that the main interest and motive of the
Emperor’s visits was rather political, not financial as had been asserted
before in connection with the Bishops’ duty ‘servitium regis’.

With this conclusion the article aims also to offer data for clarifying
the historical background in which the ‘coniuratio’ or ‘Schwurverband’
(oath-community) began gradually to be formed. ‘Coniuratio’ is an im-
portant concept for the study of medieval towns especially related to
that of H. Planitz, which we should try to examine in more exact detail
in future.



