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TAKEKOSHI YOSABURO’S INTERPRETATION OF HISTORY

<€ Summary >

Kiyoko Takeda Cho

From the end of the Tokugawa Period to the early part of the Meiji
Period the traditional interpretation of history which placed emphasis on
the scramble for political power or on the geneal'ogy of ruling families
lost its effect. The new interpretation of history took the progress of
civilization seriously. Fukuzawa Yukichi’s An Qutline of the Theory of
Civilization (1879) and Taguchi Ukichi’s 4 Short History of Civilization
(1877 — 82) were the representative works of this trend, However this
enlightenment trend soon ebbed under the impact of the nationalism
based upon the newly established imperial nation governed by the
hanbatsu oligarchs.

Takekoshi Yosaburd (1865 — 1950), an active Christian journalist
during the 20s and 30s of the Meiji Period, was once a member of the
Minyt-sha with Tokutomi Sohd, Yamaji Aizan and others. As one of the
popular historians of that period he succeeded the spirit of the Japanese
enlightenment and developed it further. After Tokutomi Soho dramati-
cally changed from a democratic position to one of imperialism and
expansionisfn, Takekoshi separated himself from Tokutomi Sohé and
went on writing many books on history.

In this article I have dealt with the significant characteristics of
Takekoshi’s interpretation of history, particularly of Japanese history,
A New History of Japan (1891 — 92) and The History of Two Thousand
and Five Hundred Years (1896) were best sellers and their interpretation
of Japanese history made a great impact on the Japanese people. These
books were regarded as the first attempt to interpret Japanese history as
a history of the commen people focusing on their daily life, thought and
behavior. At the time when Social Darwinism was utilized by reactionary
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nationalists such as Katd Hiroyuki to provide a theoretical basis for the
organizational unity of the nation, Takekoshi developed a historical
theory of progressive stages of economic and political systems with an
emphasis on the propulsive energy of an awakened people for historical
change and development. Oliver Cromwell (1890) and Thomas B.
Macaulay (1893) were other popular books written by Takekoshi. These
books introduced the spiritual force of the people as the basic factor for
democratization in England and the significance of a “history of the
people.”

He grasped the characteristics of the Japanese people not as an exclu-
sive, single race, but interpreted them as a synthetic integration of
racially and culturally plural origins. He believed that civilization would
start at the meeting point of different cultures and peoples. He inter-
preted the Meiji Restoration not as an attempt to restore the imperial
rule, but as an explosion of the energy of the people for liberation, which
found the emperor as a useful mean for the historical change. He even
argued that for further democratization the nature of the emperor
should be transformed for such purpose. Kita Ikki obviously succeeded
Takekoshi’s interpretation of Japanese history. Takekoshi refused to
interpret, as some westerners did, the modern, rapid development of
Japan as a mutational change. He interpreted the modern development
of Japan as the natural result of the universally common historical pro-
gress which went through various stages just as in the cases of the history
of the West or of other parts of the world. In other words, he inter-
preted Japanese history from a universalistic view point. The motive of
Takekoshi’s The Economic Aspects of the History of Civilization of
Japan (1919; English translation 1930) impressed Arnold J. Toynbee as
“the seed of an intellectual enterprise” (Toynbee’s A Study of History—
the Inspirations of Historians, 1954). In the total system of his inter-
pretation of history, Takekoshi viewed Japanese history as an integral
part of world history.



