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TOYOTOMI-HIDEYOSHI'S VIEW OF JAPAN
AS THE DIVINE LAND
~ Concerniug the Prohibition against Christianity —

< Summary >

Arimichi Ebisawa

Toyotomi-Hideyoshi SBEFEE  issued his first prohibition against
Christiznity on July 24, 1587, On it’s first article, he states “Japan is a
divine land #[E  and on the second he regards Christianity as a diabol-
ical religion since it destroys the Shintd shrines and the Buddhist-temples,

His real intention, however, was that in order to establish the feudalis-
tic centralism, he needed to win the minds of people completely by
proving himself to be a patron of the traditional religions, Shintcism and
Buddhism. Moreover he made up a myth that he, as an absolute ruler,
was a successor of Tenshd-Daijin KB AH and the Sun-god sent child.

It also associates with *Tentd Kili of the Confucian ideas, namely,
‘Tenmei’ Réy ideas which teaches a person who accord with ‘Tentd’
becomes a ruler and a man who discbeys the ideas ruin himself, 1t forms
the ideas of Divine rights of kings that a ruler is chosen by ‘Tentd’ and
he governs ‘“Tenka’ KF (the whole country) on behalf of Heaven.

The purport of the above was mentioned in the prociamation of war
against H6j6 family JE4: 5% in 1589, and Hideyoshi’s success in conquest
the next year gave an actual proof of it. Thus, Hideyoshi’s deification of
himself escalated, and for him ‘Tenka’ now meant not only whole Japan,
but also whole world.

After 1590, in the diplomatic documents demanding tribute from the
East asian countries, he became to parade his being a Sun-god sent child
who should shine on the whole world, Most of all, in the reply letter to
the portuguese viceroy of India dated Sept. 12, 15391, he fixed the guide-
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line of the national policy of the abolute feudal nation at & standpoint of
syncretism that the Confucianism and the Buddhism were the identical
with the idea of the divine land, and he declared that Christianity was a
diabolical doctrine against this ideology. And in a reply of Sept. 8, 1597
to the governor general of the Philippines, the similar purport was stated
and it is worth noticing that the word ‘Shintd’ was used synonymous
with the word ‘Tentd’, and moreover the character and potency of the
almighty god was given to those words.

This is more clearly mentioned in the works of Shushi (Chinese Chu-hi
#F ) school of the early age of Edo Era, For instance, in the “Shingaku-
gorinsho” ‘0 Ff&3 it is described that ‘Tent® is the Lord in Heaven
and earth, supreme Truth and Goodness, and the source of Love, Thisis
evidently influenced by the Christian idea of God.

It is a cynical phenomenbn that the fact ‘Tentd’ was granted the
character of the Creator rather intensified the confrontation with Chris-
tianity.

This idea was accepted not only by Hideyoshi but also by Tokugawa-
Teyasu /1'% |, and it played an important part in justifying the
reign supreme as Divine rights.



