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RITUAL EXPERIENCE
LOCALIZING IDEQLOGY IN THE HUMAN BODY

{Summary)
Kuniko Miyanaga

This article is one of my attempts at examining the meaning of ritual in the modemn
social context. Ritual which has lost a formal membership in the modernity of West-
ern society is continuing to be an active and struchural component in the moderniza-
tion process in the non-West. Ritual in this article is defined as an occasion for iden-
tifying oneself through others on which the human bedy gains an indispensable so-
cial meaning. One's interior is externalized to be shared with others, thus creating a
community where the meaning of actions become transparent to each other. As the
social meaning of the human body has already been a major academic subject since
Michel Foucault, this article first clarifies the meaning of the body in ritual experi-
ence. Then, it proceeds to the examination of spontaneity and social change in a

concrete example taken from Japan in my original research.



