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A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE KINSHIP ORGANIZATION
IN SOUTHEASTERN CHINA.

< Summary >
Yoshio Watanabe

The ideal family of southeastern China is constructed by patrilineally-
related males, sometimes including their siblings, together with their wives
and children, All married women in this monogamous family are
“‘imported’” from other patrilineal families by the rules of agnatic exogamy
and virilocal residence, and their daughters are *‘exported™ to others by the
same rules. Thus, the families in southeastern area of China are formed by
many family types (conjugal family, stem family and joint/extended families),
especially according to the economic classes.

The members of the family may, ordinary, all live in a compound or b« or
chia administered by a certain head (chia-chang) who is the oldest male of all
members in it. As his sons married and lived with him, they begin to assert
their independence as head of their potential domestic unit, resulting from
conflict between women. When the division of a compound become
necessary, all brothers have equal claims on an family estate. But Chinese
rules of inheritance generally ascribed to the oldest son an extra portion
associated with his responsibilities for maintaining the ancestral shrine placed
in special room (chia-tia) of his compound. After the division of residence
and estate took place, each brothers’ family forms economically independent
unit, but they jointly worship their ancestors in shrine which the oldest
brother has. As the generations of ancestors become higher, the unit for
ancestor worship become larger, The larger units, including many
compounds, have ancestral halls that are the ritual centre of each segments.

The centre of the maximum range of patri-clan/sib or patrilineage is an
ancestral hall of the founding ancestor. The centres of the major segments of
patrilineage are some ancestral halls placed remoter ancestors. The ones of
the middle are many ancestral halls placed middle ancestors. The minor ones

are much ancestral halls worshipped near ancestors. And the minimum ones
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are ancestral shrines which are placed in all compounds. Thus, the Chinese
patrilineages named ifsung-fsu in southeastern area are well-established
kinship organizations which form 2 kind of pyramid with symbolized centers.



