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Christianity and Fukuzawa Yukichi on Man and Woman

Takashi Koizumi

<Summary>

I have been in this article trying to clarify similarities and differences between
Christianity and Fukuzawa Yukichi on man and woman by using the methods of
comparison and analogy. By comparison is meant pointing out how Fukuzawa used
the Bible in his writings and how he came in contact with the idea of Christianity on
man and woman. I have especially examined the relations between Francis Wayland’s
“Elements of Moral Science” and Fukuzawa on husband and wife.

On the other hand, by analogy is meant comparison between two ideas which
have nothing to do with each other. Since Fukuzawa insisted that he was going along
through his life outside religion. Therefore, I use analogy in order to specify the
fundamental conceptions of Christianity and Fukuzawa on man and woman by using
the Masora Text in Hebrew, the Septuaginta in Greek on the one hand and the Col-
lections of Fukuzawa Yukichi’s Writings on the other.

Fukuzawa adopted Wayland’s “Elements of Moral Science™ (1835) as one of the
texts used at Keio Gijuku when he founded it at Teppozu in Edo in 1858 and fol-
lowed Wayland’s view of man and woman to a great extent. Incidentally, Wayland
used to be a Unitarian minister and became President of University of Rhode Island
afterwards. Under his influence, Fukuzawa was influenced by a sort of Christianity,
I should say. ‘

Encountering the ideas of Wayland’s Unitarian Christianity and other ministers
whom he met in Tokyo, he tried to formulate his own view of man and woman. I
should like to summarize my findings in the followings.

1 find firstly that both Christianity and Fukuzawa confirm that there is an inde-
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pendent unity and equality of husband and wife which provides the foundation for
monogamy, and also gives the foundation for all social relations such as parents-and
-children, princes-and -subjects, elders-and-youngers, and friends-and-friends.

Secondly I found that there is a similarity between Christianity and Fukuzawa in
that both of them affirm dualism of human being as consisting of spirit and body. On
basis of dualism of this sort, Fukuzawa distinguishes between spiritual respect and
carnal desires in man and woman, just as Christianity does.

It goes without saying that Christianity emphasizes Jesus Christ’s sacrificial love
and comparatively controls carnal love which is apt to be a stumbling block te man
and woman and to be a cause for sin.

Fukuzawa thinks also that spiritual respect becomes a very important principle
for human social exchange in accordance with development of civilization. But he
does not neglect nor control carnal love as Christianity does. Rather he regards both
of spiritual respect and carnal desires as equally important to the life of a married
couple. and to general happiness in society also,

I found thirdly that both Christianity and Fukuzawa attach greater importance to
the compact of marriage in comparison with J.S. Mill's negation of a compact theory.
However, Christianity regards the compact of marriage in the presence of God, while
Fukuzawa affirms the human compact of marriage without God. Incidentally I have
already compared Mill’s theory of man and woman with Fukuzawa’s notion in my
article entitled, “Fukuzawa Yukichi’s View of Women" in The Intellectual Geneal-
ogy of Modernization, International Christian University, Publication ITI-A, Asian
Cultural Studies Special Issue No.7, March 1997.

I have made it clear by comparison and analogy between Christianity and Fukuzawa
what Fukuzawa’s fundamental conception of man and woman is and what sort of

significances his notion has in a history of moral ideas in modern Japan.



