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The United Nations Advisory Services and Technical Cooperation

in the Field of Human Rights

< Summary >

Mari Tomita

On the eve of the twenty-first century, a new form of promoting and protecting human
rights in the United Nations (hereinafter U.N.) , which has been dealing with human
rights issues for more than half a century, is being strengthened and is gaining interests of
many governments and U.N. human rights fora. The Advisory Services and Technical
Cooperation Programme (hereinafter “the Advisory Services” ) of the United Nations,
presently carried out by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, gives
assistance to States, upon request, in the field of strengthening democratic institutions,
the rule of law and national human rights infrastructures.

This note will introduce the activities of the Advisory Services. It will look into the
content of the Programme and the fields where thlis Programme is being implemented, its
project ¢ycle, and introduce two case studies : one on Equatorial Guinea and the other on
Romania. It will then make an analysis of this Programme, commenting briefly on its
meriis and problems. It will conclude that this programme is a new form for promotion
and protection of human rights by the U.N. that assists developing States that are willing
to promote and protect human rights, but are unable to do so due to economic or
technical reasons. The Advisory Services plays an important role in promoting especially
those human rights that must be protected by an active action by the States, and
economic rights whose implementation has rather been neglected by the U.N. in the past.
Furthermore, it serves as a positive incentive, whereas the so-called special procedures of
the Commission on Human Rights that protects human rights by adopting resolutions that

criticizes States and ‘sanction’ them by appointing special rapporteurs who monitors
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human rights situations, has been serving as a negative incentive in protecting human
rights. The author views that these two incentives mutually complement each other and
that a mechanism balancing these incentives need to be created in the future. The author
also proposes that the Office of the High Commissioner needs to be strengthened so that

the Advisory Services requested by the States can be carried out effectively.



