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A Comparative Study of Prophet Jeremiah and Uchimura Kanzo~ Vocation,

Affliction, Prophecy, and Pacifism

Takashi Koizumi

It is well known that Prophet Jeremiah had been engaged in prophetic activities in
Palestine in 6th century B.C., while Uchimura Kanzo devoted himself to propagation of
Christianity in Japan from the last part of the 19th century to the early 20th century.
There lies more than 2, 500 years between them. However,Uchimura was very much
impressed by Jeremiah’s life when he began reading the Book of Jeremiah during his
stay at the Pennsylvania Training School for Feeble-minded Children in Elwyn,
Delaware, PA in 1885, After he came back to Japan and began teaching at several
schools, Uchimura continued reading the Book of Jeremiah and felt as if he were a
Jeremiah in Japan, saying “T feel as if all of the experiences that Jeremia had were my
own experiences.”

In the first place, Uchimura felt his identification with Jeremiah’s life when he was
confronted with his vocation. When Jeremiah received God’s calling in his childhood, he
resisted His calling, saying “I cannot speak: for I am a child.” Jeremiah was forced to
accept his vocation by God’s words, “Thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee.” This is
really theocentric truth in faith.

Uchimura realized humane resistance in Jeremiah’ s words. For, in 1877, Uchimura
felt the same sort of resistance to oppressive persuasion from his upper-class students of
the Sapporo Agricultural College who had already believed in Jesus Christ under the
leadership of S. W. Clark.

When Uchimura studied at Amherst College in 1886, he tried to train himself to be a
Christian. This is his homocentric attitude that Uchimura had until then, President

Seeleye advised him that he should entrust Christ with everything. Seeleye got him
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awaken the theocentric truth of faith towards Jesus Christ. Uchimura found that his
vocation was just like Jeremiah’s.

In the second place, Jeremiah was confronted with many afflictions including
imprisonment, attempted assassination, contempt and wrong done by the king of Judah,
false prophets, priests, and even his fri_ends. Uchimura experienced the same sort of
afflictions from his coleagues, students, newspapermen, opinion-leaders, and even
Christians in the Case of Uchimura Kanzo's Irrespective Attitude towards the Emperor.
In this case, Uchimra showed insufficient respect to the signature of the Emperor
appended to the copy of the Imperial Rescript on Education in 1891. Uchimura must
have realized that his afflictions were just the same as Jeremiah’s.

In the third place, Jeremiah continued to prophesy the destruction of the Kingdom of
Judah, for all the people including kings, priests, prohets and common people, committed
every sort of sin against God. Uchimura also prophesied the destruction of Japan on
account of the same sort of sin that Japanese committed. He blamed all the Japanese as if
he were a Jeremiah in Japan.

In the fourth place, Jeremiah recommended that King of Judah and the people should
obey Nebuchadrezzar, King of Babylon, when King of Babylon besieged Jerusalem.
Jeremiah advised the king, priests, prophets and common people to follow the
Nebuchadrezzar’s rule and insisted on pacifist policy in the 6 th century B.C. Although
Uchimura asserted that Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895 was a war of justice,yet he
changed his attitude toward war since then. He had come to insist that every war was
unjust and evil some time before Russo-Japanese War broke out in 1904-1905. Thus
Uchimura came to be a pacifist just as Jeremiah was.

I have tried in this paper to specify in detail how Uchimura identified himself to
Jeremiah concerning his vocation, afflictions, prophecies, and pacifism by referring to
Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, the Japanese translations of the Bible (1955, 1990), the

Collections of Uchimra Kanzo, and others.



