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splash

1 If you splash around in water, you hit or disturb the water in a noisy way, causing
some of it to fly up into the air.

2 If water splashes on something or splashes something, it hits it and scatters in a lot of

small drops.

If you splash a liquid somewhere, you pour or throw it there rather carelessly.

A splash is the sound made when something hits water or falls into it.

A splash of a liquid is a small quantity of it that has been split on something.

S U b W

A splash of colour is an area of a bright colour which contrasts strongly with the

colours around it.
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Selection and teaching of the basic Japanese onomatopoeias
Kyoko MIKAMI

Japanese language has an extensive set of mimetic words, or onomatopoeias, which
enables speakers of the language to express their emotions vividly or to describe the
situations precisely. In this paper, the author tries to select the basic Japanese onomatopoeias
and shows an idea of making practical teaching materials of them designed for students at
pre-intermediate or intermediate level.

First, the basic onomatopoeias are proposed, which were selected based on the research of
Japanese textbooks and data obtained from newspapers, magazines and scenarios of
TV-dramas and movies. The usage of the onomatopoeias and some example sentences in a
specific context are also presented to help students in learning when and under what
situation that specific onomatopoeia can actually be used so that they can be resourcelized
for pedagogical needs. Dialogues in everyday situations using onomatopoeias are given as
well, for onomatopoeias are more often used in spoken language than in written one.

A part of the teaching materials of the onomatopoeias is now to be found on the internet
site of The National Language Research Institute, under the title of “Nihongo o tanoshimoo
— Gitaigo tte? Gfongo tte? —” For details, you are invited to visit the following URL;
http://jwebkokken.go.jp/gitaigo/index.html) .



