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Editor’s Introduction

The International Christian University is strongly committed to Asian Studies. The
first president of ICU, Yuasa Hachiro, insisted that ICU should be international, inter-
racial, inter-cultural, and co-educational. He encouraged broad exchange relation-
ships with scholars and students in Asia. Cho Takeda Kiyoko was instrumental in set-
ting up a Committee on Asian Studies in 1958 which in 1971 was re-organized as the
Institute of Asian Cultural Studies. She served as Director of the Institute for many
years. Under her direction, the Institute sought to facilitate research of Asian societ-
ies, including Japan, and to understand their historical development in world perspec-
tive. Specifically the Institute has sought to: 1) Invite scholars from various countries
in Asia, and other parts of the world to conducts research on the historical, religious,
economic, political, and other aspects of Asian cultures; 2) Carry out joint research
projects with academic groups and institutes which share a common interest in Asia;
3) Collect, organize, and preserve research materials relating to Asia; 4) Plan and hold
lectures, seminars, and symposia on Asian topics; and 5) Publish the results of re-
search in Asian Cultural Studies and in other publications.

Volume 38 of Asian Cultural Studies includes fourteen articles, five written in Japanese
and ten in English. In this volume we include three papers on “North America and
Women’s Higher Education in Japan” which were presented as a panel in the 2011
Asian Studies Conference Japan held on the ICU campus. The panal was organized
by Sally Hastings. The article by Arnel Joven also had its origin as a presentation to
the 2011 Asian Studies Conference Japan. Barry Steben’s article was prepared for a
symposium on “Rites and Music in the East Asian Tradition” sponsored by the Insti-
tute in November 2010. The Institute encourages submission of manuscripts related
to Asian studies. Brief summaries of the articles follow:

North America and Japanese Higher Education for Women

This set of three papers focuses on Trans-Pacific alliances among women that
helped to construct Japanese institutions of higher learning for women. By bringing
together different mission movements, educational institutions, and individuals, the
paper attempt to provide a more textured account of the trans-Pacific relationships
among women.

Linda L. Johnson examines the “civilizing mission” of Tsuda Umeko and Alice M.
Bacon in creating a transnational network of women educators and philanthropists in
support of educational opportunities for Japanese women. The Joshi Eigaku Juku, es-
tablished in 1900, privileged character development over knowledge acquisition, but
nonetheless encouraged women’s economic independence.

Sally Hastings explores the lives of four Japanese women who attended Mount
Holyoke College in the 1890s in order to understanding how women contributed to
the Japanese quest to seek knowledge from throughout the world. The four women
were recruited from mission schools in the Kansai region. Their lives illustrate the im-
portance of Protestant denominational ties in facilitating higher education for Japanese
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women.

Patricia G. Sippel analyzes some key events at Toyo Eiwa Jogakko from 1931 to
1941 to understand the challenges faced and the accommodations adopted by a Chris-
tian and foreign-founded girls’ school seeking survival as Japan moved towards war.
It focuses on the experiences of Frances Hamilton, Toyo Eiwa’s last foreign principal,
whose long career at the school began with her arrival from Canada in 1917 and end-
ed 39 years later, in 1956.

Research Articles

Robert Eskilden examines the 1874 Japanese military expedition to Taiwan that
sought to punish local villagers who had murdered several dozen people from Ryukyu
in late 1871. While the punitive aims of the expedition were successful, it demonstrat-
ed that the Japanese navy was not prepared for the hard work of imperialism.

Koizumi Takashi has studied the work of Nishi Amane, an early scholar of West-
ern philosophy in Japan. He focuses on the originality of Nishi’s interpretation of util-
itarianism. He also compares Nishi’s translation of Western philosophical terms with
those of others (including Fukuzawa Yukichi and Katé Hiroyuki) in order to demon-
strate the originality of Nishi’s scholarship.

Kang Haesoo is the author of an article on the postwar fate of ideologies of nation-
al morality that prevailed in wartime Japan, especially looking at the thought of Wa-
tsuji Tetsuro and Okada Tomoo. He compares the persistence of prewar national mo-
rality in both political and academic circles in postwar Japan with the more open
public space that evolved in Korea after it had been liberated from Japanese rule in
1945.

Mika Obara investigates institutional constraints on attempts to oppose capital
punishment in Japan through an analysis of key actors in government decision-mak-
ing. She challenges the perception that capital punishment is retained in conformity
with public opinion, contending that the issue is primarily elite-driven, reflecting per-
sonality as much as politics.

Barry D. Steben examines the Yueji (Record of Music) chapter of the Liji (Record
of Ritual). He shows how Confucian practice, as in other spiritual disciplines and per-
forming arts, involved the integration of body, mind and spirit through self-submis-
sion and self-transcendence as mediated by the refined rhythms of music, art, and ritu-
al. Steben’s argues that the disintegrated nature of modern society could well profit
from the preservation and revival of pre-modern musical and music-dance traditions.

Iijima Yoshiko has written a detailed analysis of the political motives behind the
establishment of the Palace Archives under Empress Dowager Deng in the Later Han
dynasty. She focuses on the “Mao Annotation” to the Classic of Poetry, showing how
the compilation, revision and retouching of classic texts could serve as avenues to the
attainment and preservation of political power.

Kikuchi Hideaki narrates events leadings up to the occupation of Wuchang City
in Hubei Province by the Taiping in 1853. The Taiping forces swelled in size as it ap-
proached Wuchang and succeeded in overwhelming the Qing defenders. The Taiping
plundered the wealth of the city, placing its population under harsh military rule. In-
terestingly, this can be seen as a sort of model for the communal military system en-



forced later in Nanjing.

Arnel E. Joven shows how Spanish missionaries in the Philippines in the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries, relatively isolated from the rest of Spain’s colonial
empire, studied, used, and in effect Christianized native medical traditions. His study
also surveys the extensive (and largely forgotten) research made by friars in catalogu-
ing indigenous medical plants.

Yinghong Li examines recent films by mainland Chinese directors who have tak-
en advantage of a relative relaxation of media censorship to scrutinize social condi-
tions in post-socialist China. She focuses on the different strategies and positions ad-
opted by filmmakers in representing the deeply fractured realities that have arisen
from the new emphasis on modernization.

Ono Robert presents an alternate approach to understanding late Heian and Ka-
makura period “historical tales” (rekishi monogatari), seeking to unify rather than sepa-
rate the “historical” and “narrative” aspects of the genre. He examines three classics,
the Eiga Monogatari, Okagami, and the Ima Kagami, and attempts to place each within
the historical context of the time in which they were produced.

Research Note

Takeshita Kazuaki contributed a research note on a project to compile a diction-
ary of John Calvin’s theological vocabulary. He attempts to place several words in
Calvin’s vocabulary in their geographic and temporal context, and introduces difficult
but unavoidable problems encountered in translating these terms into Japanese.

A brief summary of the activities of the Institute of Asian Cultural Studies in 2011 is
also included in this volume. We note with sadness the passing of Professor Uozumi
Masayoshi on May 11, 2011 at the age of eighty. Professor Uozumi, a specialist on Eu-
ropean history and pioneer in the field of urban history in Japan, taught at ICU for a
total of 26 years, beginning in 1975. In 1983 he succeeded Professor Kiyoko Cho
(Takeda) as Director of the Institute of Asian Cultural Studies. During his 12 years as
Director, the Institute sponsored many symposia which greatly enhanced the academ-
ic reputation of ICU both in Japan and abroad. May he rest in peace.

Finally I wish to express my gratitude to the fine work of the Institute’s research as-
sistant staff, Jung Jae-Hoon, Miyazawa Eriko, Okamoto Yoshiko, Takasaki Megumi,
and Tanaka Yusuke for their work in proofreading and otherwise preparing the manu-
script for publication.

March 30, 2012
M. William Steele



