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The Ministry of Education, Cultural, Sports, Science and Technology regularly reviews its basic curriculum
for schools. The new education course guidelines for elementary and junior high schools were revised in 2008.
The addition of ‘items related to traditional linguistic culture and characteristic of the Japanese language’
were included in the division of Kokugo (Japanese language education). As a result, Japanese classics must be
taught in elementary schools as have been taught in junior high schools. The same famous classics of literature
repeatedly appear in Kokugo textbooks of various grades, and it is necessary to consider new methods so as not
to make students lose interest in classical Japanese.
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