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The Iwakura Embassy, known for its renowned members, the most famous
in the modern history of Japan, visited Russia in 1873 in early spring. The
official report of the Iwakura mission, “Beio kairan jikki,” written by
Kunitake Kume, regrettably has many mistakes on the pages of Russia, and
the author did not notice several important matters. First I would like to pick
up some misunderstood points in the report, consider the further meaning of
them, and try to prove the author’s inclination to ignore the relationship
between Japan and Russia. After that, I will examine here the most important
unwritten matter, The Imperial Dinner by Alexander the Second, and refer to
the role of Prince Oldenburgski in the mission’s visit to Saint Petersburg.
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