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A study of the skit project from the viewpoint of motivating learners

— The effectiveness of "laughter” in the skit project —
Rica Ninomiya

(Abstract)

This paper presents an analysis of the sgkit project in which students were in-
structed “to make the audience laugh by using the Japanese language.” This project
was organized in the beginning and intermediate-level class. The analysis was carried |
out from the viewpoint of learners’ motivation. [n terms of motivating students, this pro-
ject has been successful when organized in the past 6 classes.

In order to investigate the effect of this project on students’ motivation, all the
phases of the project were studied. The entire activity was analyzed on the basis of the
authors’ observation of students’ involvement in the assignment and students’ comments;
further, the effect and function of “laughter”-the core assignment-were examined.

Consequently, the effective factors for motivation and the 6 functional roles of “laug
hter” were identified. The author concludes that these 6 roles are possibly responsible
for effectively motivating learners. Based on the results of this study, 7 suggestions
that would be useful in designing future class activities, which motivate learners, are

put forth in the conclusion.
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