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Chinese Speakers' Use and Accuracy Order of Mono and Koto

as Seen in Oral Proficiency Interview Data

Yukari TSUBONE

(Abstract)

In this study I investigated Chinese speakers' use and accuracy order of mono and
koto, using data from the OPI (oral proficiency interview).

Results of my study show increases in the frequency and variety of both mono and
koto according to level (i.e. intermediate or advanced). There is no further increase,
however, from the advanced level to the superior level. Mono is used mostly as a substi-
tution word and expanse of use can not be seer. Concerning koto, the usages of modality
which show special nuance at the end of sentences can not be seen very often, either.
The accuracy order of mono and koto proposed from this study based on the rate of
correct use at each level is O mono (a substitution word), koto (a substitution word),
ta koto ga aru— @noun + no koto— @ —koto (a nominalizer).

The results were compared with the Korean speakers' results by Tsubone(2002) and

the English speakers' results by Tsubone (2003).



