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PHILOSOPHY AND ROLE OF AZUMA MORIYA IN
THE HISTORY OF SOCIAL EDUCATION
IN THE PREWAR JAPAN
— With the Special Reference to the Movement of
Japan Woman’s Christian Temperance Union
and the Education of Physically Handicapped Children —

Mieko Uno
Synopsis

For twenty years from the early 1910 to the late 1920, Japan saw the
remarkable development of the social education.

Japan Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, founded in 1886 in
Tokyo and led by Kajiko Yajima (1833-1925) was one of the most im-
portant organizations in the history of social education in Japan. And
Azuma Moriya (1884-1975) was one of the leading figures of this organi-
zation. She developed her thought through the social education in the
activities of Japan Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. Since joining the
Union in 1902, she was much stimulated and awakened to the universal
ideal of the Union. After having experienced the practices of the temperance
education for men and participated the anti-prostitution movement, the
management of relief and vocation center for those unhappy women, she
proceeded to the education for physically handicapped children.

The primary concern of World Woman’s Christian Temperance Union
established in Ohio in 1874, was anti-alocholism, which served the purpose
of training laborers who were required in the Industrialization Age. In
Japan, the movement of the Union had to be, first of all, the educational
movement for improvement of social status of women, because all women
were socially weak under the law which prohibited political activities of

women. Especially the serious problem wasa government policy to authorize
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prostitution. In promoting the independent movement of women, Japan
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union had to struggle against the old belief’s
of social values which had hindered the emancipation of women. For
example, Kajiko Yajima, the president, interpreted the Imperial Rescript
on Education from the viewpoint of “neighborly love” in the Bible and
attempted to educate the public in the respect of equal morality of men and
women.

Moriya inherited the Yajima’s educational experience as well as the
common ideas of Japan Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, the three
main aims of which were peace, anti-prostitution and temperance. Moriya
introduced a new concept of “new woman’ to define a new social actor
who would challenge the old social values especially concerning with the
social weak including women of those days.

Previous to the formal participation into the Union as a member of
the staff, Moriya had a teaching experience in the poor children’s school
in Tokyo. It was not until 1902 that the first special elementary school
for poor children was founded in Tokyo by the Tokyo city government.
She taught music and sewing in this school from 1903 to 1907. For four
years in this school, she recognized clearly harsh condition of children’s
life such as begging, gambling and prostitution. Poverty in those days not
only prevented healthy growth of children of the lower class, but reinforced
the social idea of seeing children as a means of earning money for parent’s
life on the ground of the ideology of “k6-ko™ filial piety to the parent.
Prostitution not only was a problem of the social system but also a problem
of individual values.

With the opening of the era of social education, she was one of the
main contributors to “Fujin-shimpo™ (Women’s Herald), the monthly
magazine of the Union to organize moral and political education for women.
Her social activities were not restricted to the domestic arena in Japan.

In 1921 when the Disarmament Conference was held in Washington, she
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paid a visit to Washington with Yajima with the petition for peace of 10,000
Japanese women. In 1927 she made a trip to Singapore to find the solution
of the Japanese prostitution problems.

By the beginning of Showa period, her main concern was shifted to
the education of physically handicapped children. She established “Tosei
Gakuen” in 1939 which was the medical and educational institution for
crippled children.

The historical significance of welfare service for the physically handi-
capped children was subtle in the beginning of Showa period, because it
was in accordance with the new political course of the Japanese government
regarding people as a human resource for total war. Still from the viewpoint
of the development of civil liberties in Japan, Moriya’s contribution in social
education was definitely to throw lights upon new social values through her
effort of changing the concept of “ko-ko” filial piety, transforming the
level of the social value from the close family relationship into the public

relationship.



