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UNDERSTANDING OF RELIGION
IN CASE OF P. TILLICH

Toshiya Yuki

We recognize religion and science as conceptual frame with which
human being recognizes the world. Nowadays, “religion” is considered
to be irrational and intuitive, and science as rational and analytical. These
two frames are considered to be contradictory. However if we observe the
parole of religion, we could find out its own rationality.

The object of previous article ““The Parallax of Kierkegaard” is to
demonstrate that the human recognition of oneself and world could be
analyzed as one of the basic frameworks of culture. Kierkegaard was in
transition from religious world to secular world. There I tried to analyze his
thought as the thought inthe period of transition.

In this article I tried to analyze the understanding of religion in case of
Paul Tillich. Tillich as thinker/theologist assures the mantle of Kierkegaard.
He himself recognizes that transition. His effort is focused on the re-
establishment of true religion in this secularized world. In this effort, he
tried to categorize religion that we encounter in our everyday life into
two modes: religion and quasi-religion. There he as thinker distinguished
religion as pure form and that as institution. He here gives “the ultimate
concern” for the criterium of religion and quasi-religion.

He applies this insight not only to world religions but also to Christian-
ity. But he as theologist does not deny the supremacy of Christianity.

He tries to find the supermacy of Christianity in its symbolic aspect that
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the ultimate is symbolized in the concrete. He sees this in Jesus as Christ.

Tillich is also a double bound man. He as thinker speaks the language
of science and he as theologist the language of faith. And those two lan-
guages arc not the same. The work of Tillich is conducted as an effort to

transform the parole of religion into that of science.



