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Contemporary Christian schools in Japan are expected to equip their students not only with a wealth of
academic knowledge but also with a lifestyle conducive to Christian ethos and ethics. As such, sex education,

99 <,

focusing on “respect for human lives,” “human rights,” “ways of living” and “agape,” is considered as foremost
and critically important in Christian education; however, many teachers are reluctant to teach such topics.

One hundred-four (104) Protestant and120 Catholic secondary schools participated in a survey in which they
were asked about: 1) how and in what content areas Bible teachers could contribute to sex education; 2)how
these teachers could collaborate with other teachers, and 3) opinions and attitudes concerning sex education at
Christian schools.

The results indicated that Bible teachers and chaplains at these schools were pivotal to providing sex
education based on Christian philosophy and ethics. Also, other teachers in health education, home economics,
and biology, as well as school nurses and school counselors often found themselves teaching sex education
classes. Most of the latter teachers in Christian schools do not profess their faith in Christianity and conduct
sex education not on the basis of Christian understanding. This paper strongly suggests that Bible teachers or
chaplains play a central role in providing sex education by integrating it with their religious program in schools,

and a recommendation was advanced as to how these teachers take on sex education more seriously.
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