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During the last 20 years, some areas of China have enjoyed the rapid growth of economic, which enlarged the
rich and poverty between the eastern and western China, the city and countryside. Poverty, especially the poverty
in the western China becomes one of the big social problems, and it draws much attention in recent years. Among
all of the problems caused by poverty, the education problem of school age children in western part not going to
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school or drop-out of school brings even much more attention. It commonly regarded it is caused by the poverty.

Is it so? If the poverty is the only reason of the not-going to school and drop-out of school, What is the

relationship between them? How to understand the big difference of this status even in the same poverty area?

This paper researches the poverty and education in the 4 poverty counties, 2 in northwest China and 2 in

southwest China, by means of the questionnaire and interview survey in these areas.
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