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Foreign national schools, especially those for North Koreans, have been under various restrictions,
and suffering disadvantages. The Ministry of Education (now the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology: MEXT) had insisted foreign national schools should not be treated as same
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as Japanese schools, since they are not regulated by the Article one of the School Education Law. As a
result, most pupils from foreign national schools were deprived of opportunities to sit university entrance
examinations. International schools in Japan had not been belonging to the Article one schools, too. In order
to solve such a problem, Regulation of School education was revised by the MEXT in September, 2003,
so that pupils from international schools are also permitted to take examinations of university entrance
requirements.

Those who can take the examinations are as follows:

1. Pupils who have completed the full course of foreign national schools in Japan recognized as equivalent to

Japanese high schools (on the list of foreign national schools recognized as equivalent to high schools in

Japan)

2. Pupils who have completed the full course of foreign institutes abroad;

3. Those who have International Baccalaureate, Abitur, Baccalaureate and soon;

4. Those who have completed 12-year course of foreign national schools accredited by the international

Accreditation body (on the list of internationally accredited foreign nationals schools)

In addition, while international schools are enjoying better treatments on a taxation system, Korean schools

are excluded from those treatments, although most Koreans pay taxes. There are a lot of challenges to rights of

foreign child to education such as minimum funding from government and “the designated donation”.
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