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This article compares native speakers of Japanese and non-native speakers of Japanese from the
perspective of their listening comprehension. The results of data analysis indicate that listening
comprehension among the Japanese native speakers is not always superior to that of non-native speakers of
Japanese. In particular, middle school students need to improve their ‘situational judgement skills’ and
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‘information selection skills’ in listening comprehension. The ability of pattern recognition is also low.

Even high school students still display the same weaknesses as middle school students. In the case of non-

native speakers, their score is lower than that of middle and high school students in questions relating to

place-names, but not questions on numbers. The skill of adequate notetaking leads to the higher scores. On

the other hand, questions including mistakes and corrections lead to lower scores.
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