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Cultural values, practices, and poverty have a complex effect on gender and education in sub-Saharan
Africa. Cultural practices such as early marriage and various cultural values and domestic labor, placed on
girls, inhibit them from continuing schooling and excelling in school. While gender parity is used to monitor
gender-related goals such as universal primary education, such goals are likely to remain elusive unless one
considers how men and women are situated in society, with constraints within and outside schools. Whereas
Uganda has achieved gender parity in primary enrollment, gender equality is yet to be achieved in the

learning environment, processes, and outcomes. A quantitative analysis employing large-scale panel data
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shows that the socio-economic factors have more influence on completion, repetition, and dropout of girls

than on those of boys. Gender perceptions held by teachers, pupils, parents, and various members of the

society have an impact on learning processes and achievement through gender roles at home and in school.

These values and practices further intensify stereotypes among teachers and pupils concerning the alleged

lower intelligence of girls and women. There has also been a theoretical debate on the appropriateness of the

application of Western feminist theories to Africa and the necessity to contextualize gender and education

issues. While many projects and programs have been implemented to address gender issues in education

exerting an external or top-down policy influence, gender equality in education will only become genuine

and meaningful when each society seeks its essential meaning.
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