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A nickname is a referential expression that identifies a person instead of, or in addition to, the name
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belonging to the individual: a new categorization. There is a system for creating names. Nicknames enrich the
lexicon. Nicknames are a tool for revealing the preconceptions of others, racial and sexual stereotype and the
enforcement of group norms. Nicknames are a form of social management. Nicknames can enhance a sense of
group solidarity, an esprit de corps. Nicknames influence social and linguistic behaviour. A person may seek to
alter their mannerisms, accent, body shape or daily habits by a nickname. It may disambiguate among persons
in a group. Nicknaming is a widespread in childhood and school. Males assign and use more nicknames than
females. Male ‘Homeric’ nicknames connote strength and largeness, e.g. Godzilla for baseball player Matsui
Hideki. Female nicknames are more likely to be affectionate than disparaging tending toward physical and
personal attributes (beauty, kindness). There is a Widespreéd practice of assigning nicknames to school teachers.
Teachers project a stereotyped image of themselves. A classroom persona likely constitutes a protective
defence against children and against the invasion of a teacher’s private life. Perhaps pupils’ use, sotto voce,
of a naming device, normally used for intimacy or to express disapproval or contempt, is a way of reducing a
powerful person’s status to manageable proportions. In this way at least, the felt powerlessness of being a pupil
is remedied. This paper employs data from reports from pupils at a Tokyo junior high school (years 2-3), 2008-

2010.

‘rEhkiE AEEFO BB

MEEE [EoOiME]
Kasaneto wa yaenadeshiko no nanarubeshi
“This child Kasane, if she were a flower, would be a
Yae-nadeshiko” Matsuo Basho (Oku no Hosomichi)

Naming and Identity

Matsuo Basho, narrates in Oku no Hosomichi (‘The
Narrow Road to the Interior’) that one day, riding
on horseback in the countryside, he saw a little girl,
elegantly named called ‘Kasane’ (lit. ‘multilayered’),
running alongside. Nadeshiko or ‘Fringed Pink’ is
a flower associated with girls whilst Kasane means
“’layers’. The poet wordplays by adding the prefix
yae- or ‘eightfold or multilayered’ to nadeshiko “ to
produce a poetic nickname.

A nickname is a referential expression that
identifies a person instead of or in addition to
the name belonging to the individual. It is a new
categorization. A nickname re-names a person. The
mechanism is elaborate and often subtle. There is a
system for creating names.

Nicknames enrich the lexicon. Nicknames play,
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in sophisticated fashion, with the phonological and
semantic structure of a language. Nicknames are a
dynamic component of language, and a useful tool
for revealing the preconceptions of others, current
racial and sexual stereotype and the enforcement of
group norms.

Nicknames are a form of social management.
They form part of a person’s autonomous social
world (Pulgram 1954). There is evidence that having
a favourable nickname can enhance social and
personal esteem whereas a disparaging nickname
can lead to unhappiness and violence. Nicknames
can enhance kinship and a sense of group solidarity,
an esprit de corps. Nicknames often influence social
and linguistic behaviour. A person may seek to alter
their mannerisms, accent, body shape or daily habits
as a result of a nickname. It may disambiguate
among persons in a group or community with similar
names (Dorian 1970).

Males assign and use more nicknames than
females (Phillips 2004). Male nicknames carry
connotations of strength and largeness. Some
nicknames describe the person in dramatic terms
as an actor in a dramatic story, e.g. Godzilla for



baseball player Matsui Hideki. This is sometimes
referred to as the Homeric nickname (Kennedy and
Zamuna 2006) from the use of epithets for characters
in Homer’s Iliad. . Female nicknames are more likely
to be affectionate than disparaging tending toward
physical and personal attributes (beauty, kindness).
As well as a form of address or informal reference
the vivid imagery and wordplay in nicknames can be
regarded as a kind of literary device.

Nicknaming is a widespread and important
linguistic practice in childhood and school. There
is a widespread practice of assigning nicknames
to school teachers. Teachers project a stereotyped
image of themselves. The classroom persona or
stereotypical role that teachers force themselves
into likely constitutes a protective defence against
childrenand against the invasion of a teacher’s
private life. This, however, invites nicknaming: Abe
Keichiro: Kei-chan, Kondo Takashi: Chibi-kon.
As Morgan et al (1979) have noted: “Perhaps the
use, sotto voce, of a naming device normally used
for intimacy or to express disapproval or contempt
is a way of reducing a powerful person’s status to
manageable proportions. In this way at least, the felt
powerlessness of being a pupil is remedied (p.143).

The Structure of Nicknames

Nicknames in Japanese typically employ
truncation + suffixation (Masumi: Ma-chan) or
repetition (Tabata: Tan-tan), double consonants
(Yuko: Yukko), sound changes (Mika: Min) and
a large variety of suffixes: san, kun, chan, yan,
pon, pi, chin, hime, suke, etc. Nicknames may
be triggered by a person’s physical appearance or
manner. buchan, buko, dango, mumin or kumasan,
longu and shota as well as Rika-chan (doll) style
hair, maru-chan: like Chibi Maruko manga figure
monchan: round face like the Monchichi doll or
doraemon: large and round head like robot-doll

manga character. Other nicknames mimic personal

habits or mannerisms or recall biographical events
in a person’s life: kyandi; person who likes sweets
and robochan: a person with robot-like movements.
A nickname may influence a person’s social or
linguistic behaviour. ‘Tochigi-kun’ — a reference to
a person’s Tochigi prefecture dialect can cause the
person to quickly modify speech to the local norm.
Names assist group identity among schoolchildren.
There are personal and academic tensions in a school
classroom. However, nicknames promote solidarity
among classmates. Everyone has a nickname, an
alias.

There is a system for creating names. Consider
this list of nicknames from a Grade 1 and 2
classroom in a Junior High School in west Tokyo
(2008-2010). Names have been shuffled and
re-combined for privacy.

SOUND CHANGES
a. Abbreviation by deletion HIB&IC KA

There is abbreviation with a suffix after abbreviation

HEL®A F-borA
H B\, B FEA N
B (ot b) o5
Masumi-chan Ma-chan
or a simple truncation:

Tsumura Tsumu

b. Abbreviation and sound change &&&EH
DZEAL

Abbreviation is accompanied by accent changes as in

HE (BHiTAH) HiFbeA
KRB (HFED) HELeA
Akemi Ake-chan
Amano Ama-chan

Educational Studies 53| 119
International Christian University



c. Repetition K&

There is repetition of part of the original names many
ending with ‘n’

 TCROZHO—EWERET L, [A] THRDLZ

EDE,

Him (7zid72) TeATzA
T (Dh ) DAD A
HF (BLoZ) ErAZrA
Tabata Tan-tan
Noriko Non-non
Kyoko Kyon-kyon

d. Double consonant (gemination) nicknames
“EFE (FEER) OHIEE

There are double consonant (sokuon) nicknames.
RE*ZEICTEH74
mf (&) HoZ, hobrhA, Ho

<A
na (pb<s) Cob
HiE (EE2) ZIobrA
H¥ (w92 o
. (hod) DobeA

MSHTHE L BEPORATEH ORI, HIOTEA
DOK L E, BEHMOFHFREIKRINS,

skF (< 2) ol

BT WE2) Wwo Z

T2, BEIOHEIZ [BrA] 25D & &I,
(b2 Al ORIORFIIRET S,

af (wLdl) wWLdobeA
BT (F2L7%) FolobrA
Akiko Akko/Atchan/Akkun
Kawaguchi Gucchi

Komatsu Komacchan

Yuko Yukko

Ritsuko Ricchan

When a syllable consists of a stop consonant and
vowel followed by a syllable, the intervocalic is
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deleted as in:

mskF (< 2) o

HidF (W& ) »oZ

F7z, GHIOBHEC [BeAl oL L &I2IE,
[ Al ORIOBEIIRET %0

AR (WLbk) wiLbobrA

B (ol FolobrA

Kakuko Kakko

Yukiko Yukko

Also, when a name is followed by —chan the vowel
before —chan is dropped:

Ishimoto Ishimot-chan

Matsushita Matsushit-chan

e. Modification of sound HDXZE

There are several types of sound modification such as:
Yuka Iga

Here the sound change is /yu/ to /i/, /k/ to /g/. Other
examples are:

Cren [l ekl A ) e feaE
Do TWb, EFPOFNILLTDOHED

BE whz) DAZ

AZE ({H) CALRA

EtE (BD) A

ak (wLbe) blbrA, bALRA
Noriko Nonko

Kumi-chan Kun-chan

Mika Min

Ishimoto Moto-chan  Mon-chan

Lengthening of the sound occurs in:

Kayoko Ka:ko
Sumiko Su:chan
Nagao Na:chan
Miyazaki Mya:ta
Takushi Ta:bo:



f. Suffixes IEREE

A variety of suffixes can accompany names:
SA TS A, (AZA
CAhHolA, LELA

LeA i UAbeA, TVERA
RATURA, PERA

Hh 1 HIHA
NB:ABYB
ziwE

DA DDA, $YHA

IZA D) DITA, ORITA

Z:ihz, &z

HLAEEBA

Libhoh Hob

RIDY o, FTWwoR

NRRTR, IR

T e T, T

A= ihER—, LIR—

U— 1 DY —, 1720~

0D 72U

SAN: takasan, kumisan ~ KUN: akkun, tomokun
CHAN: hirochan, maichan

YAN: higuyan, kamayan RON: mikaron

RIO: miorio TA: yukita

RIN: karin, maririn PON: umepon, yukapon
KO: riko, nako CHIN: toyochin

TCHI: moritchi, setchi ~ PE: norippe, mayuppe
BE: yasube, tomobe

SUKE: tomosuke, hatasuke

BU: katobu, toyobu
HIME: takakohime

PI: noripi, hatapi

The Origin of Nicknaming
The causes of nicknames are complex.
a. Appearance %8

Nicknames may be triggered by a person’s physical
appearance or manner.

Nickname suffixes vary in desirability from the cute
like —P1I to the less flattering —~BU or —PON.

Plain overweight may invoke buchan, buko,
dango whilst plump and nice may become mumin
or kumasan. A tall person may be longu and a
short person shota. Dekopatchi describes a person
with a prominent forehead. A clever person may
be hakase or shisho. Saru refers to one who looks
like a monkey. There are culinary allusions such
as: yakisoba: wavy hair hakusai, retasu: curly hair.
Daimajin is a person with frightening appearance
and karo is a person with the image of ‘light> and

“fluffy’.

b. Media and Consumer Culture XF47¢&
HEXIE

Some aspects of physical appearance are culture
specific deriving from the media (TV, manga) or
consumer life:

rikachan: Rika-chan (doll) style hair

pekochan: like Peko-doll

maru-chan: like Chibi Maruko manga figure
monchan: round face like the Monchichi doll
doraemon: large and round head like robot-doll
manga character

kyupisan: flat nose

c. Personal Behaviour {EAB{TE)

Some nicknames mimic personal habits or mannerisms
papi: person with puppy-like movements

robochan: person with robot-like movements
kyandi; person who likes sweets

kyappu: club captain
d. Biographical Events A& EDTESE

Nicknames might re-create or recall biographical
events in a person’s life:

nemurichan, nemurihime: person who was caught
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napping in class

kobura: person who bit someone in a fight
kaeruchan: person who is good at imitating a frog’s
croak g

howai: person who often asks the question naze (why
mizumushi kozo: person who had athlete’s foot

Conclusion

Nicknames are normally studied for their cultural,
sociological and linguistic properties. For instance,
a nickname can have an impact on a person’s social
or linguistic behaviour. Refasu - a mocking reference
to a person’s wavy hair — may cause a girl to have
her hair straightened. Tochi-kun — a reference to a
person’s Tochigi (prefecture) dialect caused someone
to quickly modify their speech to the local norm.

Names assist group identity among schoolchildren.
Within the personal and academic tensions in a
school classroom nicknames promote solidarity
among classmates. Everyone has a nickname,
an alias. In some cases a “derogatory” name is
perceived as better than none at all (Morgan et al.
1979). A nickname, which re-names a person, is a
form of recognition. It is a new categorization, a
linguistic way of structuring our experience.

APPENDIX: LIST OF NAMES AND NICKNAMES
(1-2 year, Co-educational Junior High School,
Tokyo)

H Ex BoDh - Trb—

Fy % SEAE HRBEA - A&

Hh #& HAESA: 7—3A (b
)

Wilson Naomi B IIubrA

SR EAf IBTA - EABRA

FH 7 LHhEA - BHoh—

TN SHHEA - HAC

BB &G HI - TOSA %R

L AsE Y=< - hTeT
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rig W Wb A

Tkeda Aoife WVoll— - 5d5d

B bz S—bHrA

Tt KA At - (7 A YHE)

A BHAZ b= A

ER 5F LD - LD%B

Hr R ADoZ - 2D

IR BHF HW - TFEFLRA

WHE ¥ HESA - H0FER - 5
AZ

I e EoRS

‘EEE Sob— - (BTEo<T)

S S WEEA - HA

Lee Mi-na NYA - BRI

Kiek BF AR (A2

UNCE 353 Tetitedr - KB EA

SIRETF ShEb - -har—brA

MO & b—beA - EoXx—

/NE FER EEBFg— - ZLTE

Wang Jie L—=LC—-9—2%A

KR % bobeA

TR BT Wy ZhA

BORADE DEDKR

pil1); S SEEADX

mEil nEF Mo L—

AREH Y A AN T L

PriR HEF F—<A

FE I Yy rEVO—

Tanaka Julie 72dA - LwhA

NAYNE S F(3 WNBEA - WL A

fHiE B3 BIrEA - B

BEE ) A R

i E¥F ESUE)

EARBEERE I -D—beA

Japanese Translations by Izumi Nishizono and John
C. Maher
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