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An Experienced Teacher’'s Narrative on a Japanese Language
Class and the Teacher’'s Belief Behind It:
Multi-Methods Combined Analysis

Tkumi OZAWA
Yukie TAKEGATA
Yukari TSUBONE

This study attempts to clarify the practical thoughts of an experienced Japanese
language teacher (more than 20 years of teaching) by a qualitative analysis of four kinds
of datum. While watching a video of a Japanese class, the teacher was asked to tell,
what she thought (protocols) and to write what she thought right after that (report).
In addition, researchers analyzed the teacher’s response to a questionnaire about her

teaching beliefs and the interview data of PAC analysis.

This paper shows that this teacher strongly tries to consider teaching activities by
taking learners into account, tries to examine teaching and learning from various aspects,
and tries to be tolerant enough to understand opinions different from her own, but at
the same time she suffers from conflicts of judgment and keeps searching for answers.
It also points out that the teacher’s experiences with learners and other teachers, or
other experiences during her life such as living abroad, influence her teaching beliefs.
This teacher’s comments on the class are related to her belief that learners should
have autonomy for learning, and lively and meaningful communication in the classroom
is important; group dynamics between the teacher and learners or among learners is

important.
Finally, this paper indicates that the multi-methods in this study are efficient to
understand the practical thinking of teachers in general, and the beliefs behind their

thinking.

Keywords: Experienced Japanese language teacher, Good Japanese language teacher,

Beliefs, Teaching activities, Multi-methods



