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A study of the function of “ee” —A literature-based analysis

Yasuko KANAYAMA, Rica NINOMIYA

This paper examines the function of “ee” in terms of its meaning as “yes plus
something more.” Preceding studies have defined “ee” only as an “agreement
response.” However, our surveys have been indicated that “ee” can mean not only
“yes” but also “something more”; this “something more” captures various feelings of
a speaker. In this paper, these feelings are classified into two groups: (1) hesitation,
perplexity, and deception, and (2) decline and disagreement. Further analysis is then

conducted using instances in the literature.



