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For decades, Minzokugakkyu in public elementary and junior high schools, predominantly in the Kansai
area, have served as a means of ethnic education for zainichi Korean children. Minzokugakkyu aims to preserve
their ethnic identity through the instruction of Korean language, culture, and history. A central aspect of this
education is the practice of using honmyo (Korean names), rather than tsumyo (Japanese-style names), referred
to as the “honmyo practice” or “honmyo declaration”. Recently, controversy has arisen over the definition of
honmyo and the use of minzokumei (Korean-style aliases), with some politicians and parents questioning the
practice. This paper explores the historical context and significance of using minzokumei in Minzokugakkyu,
examines how this practice impacts children’s sense of identity, and critically analyzes the arguments from
critics who oppose the use of minzokumei. Finally, it assesses how the debate over minzokumei reflects broader

issues in Japan’s multicultural coexistence education, considering the perspectives of “ethnicity” and “nation.”
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