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Foreword

Akiko Fujii

Director of Institute for Educational Research and Service

It is with great pleasure that we deliver to you Volume 67 of Educational Studies.
The volume contains two refereed articles, four research notes, one note, and three
dissertation abstracts. The papers in the volume reflect a wide range of perspectives
that span the disciplines of education, linguistics, psychology, communication, and
research methodology, and focus on geographical areas extending from East Asia and
Southeast Asia to the Indian subcontinent, North America, and Africa. | believe that
this scope represents the interdisciplinary and international nature of liberal arts at
ICU. | am also happy to see graduate students involved in several of the contributions.
Importantly, | would like to express my gratitude to the six external reviewers who
contributed their time and expertise to anonymously review the articles, in some
cases two times, before and after the revisions. Maintaining the peer review system of
this bulletin would not be possible without their willingness to serve as reviewers.

During the past year, our editorial board deliberated on whether or not to move to
a completely digital format. Even after a great deal of discussion we were not able to
come to a unanimous decision. The RIAs and | recognize the ecology and efficiency of
a digital format but also appreciate the physical experience of handling the bulletin in
its paper form, and the sense of history we feel when seeing the volumes lined up on
the shelf in the IERS office. Therefore, for this year, we have decided to retain a small
number of paper copies and will continue the discussion again next year.

We are fortunate to be supported in our research activities by our members and our
research fellows, as well as our advisors, Professors Jung, Kuriyama, and Maher. |
would also like to express my deep appreciation to our RIAs, Yui Kanda, Michinori
Suzuki, Yazhuo Deng, Natsuki Yoshida, and Qiu (Autumn) Wang, who committed much
time and energy to communicate with the authors, reviewers, editorial board members,
and printer, working tirelessly to prepare the manuscripts for this publication, and also
supported all of the other activities of this research institute.

Looking to the next academic year, | hope that the activities of the institution,
including the lectures, symposia, and research bulletin will continue to reflect our
diverse perspectives and our mission of contributing to society through education.
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