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Open Lecture

India in the Indo-Pacific:

The Indian Military and the Balance of Power in Asia

Speaker: Anit Mukherjee (Associate Professor and Deputy Head of Graduate Studies, S.

Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang Technological University)
Date: 15:10-16:20, May 17, 2023

Venue: H-303 (Hybrid)
Language: English

In contemporary times, the Indo-Pacific seems to be the most important
strategic concept of our time. It is not just an engine for economic growth but is
also considered a theatre for global and regional power rivalry. What is India’s
position in this emerging balance of power? More specifically, how is the Indian
military, an important element of national power, preparing itself to take on future
threats and challenges? While answering these questions, this lecture focused on

India’s foreign policy engagement within South Asia and the broader region.

(Inviter: Vindu Mai Chotani)
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Open Lecture

Sustainability, Fair Trade, and Entrepreneurial Business

Speaker: Jim Munson (CEO, Brooklyn Roasting Company)
Date: 13:50-15:00, September 29, 2023
Venue: T-270

Language: English

From the start, the Brooklyn Roasting Company’s goals were simple: to
provide New York City with the best quality, sustainably sourced coffees presented
to consumers unpretentiously. The company now supplies fairtrade coffee at
ICU’s Café Illion. As a liberal arts college graduate, the speaker presented and

discussed entrepreneurial business and its stakeholder partnerships.

(Inviter: Katsuhiko Mori)
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Open Lecture

Pacifism Redefined?

Japan’s Security Policy in the Era of Strategic Competition

Speaker: Shinya Oguma (Research Fellow, National Institute for Defense Studies)
Date: 10:10-11:20, January 11, 2024
Venue: H-262

Language: English

Japan’s new security documents announced in 2022, including the National
Security Strategy and its first National Defense Strategy, marked the transformation
of Tokyo’s security practice. It is now moving toward the possession of
counterstrike capabilities and doubling the defense spending—clear departure
from the post-war trajectory of self-restraint. But why did these changes occur,
and what happened to security policy norms in Japan? To address these questions,
this lecture highlighted how domestic norms, the external environment, and the
government’s policy interacted each other. The analysis suggested that domestic
norms, which are often mentioned as a constraint of security policy, are not
monolithic: while the shift in the balance of power and external shocks accelerated
erosion of antimilitarism, Tokyo has positioned itself as a power maintaining the
status quo of the international order amid the U.S.-China competition as well as
Russia’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. The recent policy shift was pushed
by emerging norms that champion Japan’s responsibility for peace and stability,
and this implies that the nature of domestic norms in security affairs is gradually

changing from prohibition to a driving force.

(Inviter: Yuki Moritani)
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Open Lecture

A Film Screening of “Hug Me Tight: A Robot Story”

Speaker: Chihyung Jeon (Professor, Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology) and
Heesun Shin (Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology)

Date: 15:10-17:00, 19 January, 2024

Venue: T-229

Language: English

The session included a screening of the movie Hug Me Tight: A Robot
Documentary, by inviting Professor Chihyung Jeon from Korea Advanced
Institute of Science and Technology, who was involved in the production of the
film with his Ph.D. student. The seminar engaged in discussions about social and
ethical dimensions of the use and impact of “social robot” in Korean society, and

drew some implications for Japanese society.

(Inviter: Tomiko Yamaguchi)
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Open Lecture

“What World is This?”:

10.29 Itaewon Halloween Tragedy from the Perspectives of Survivors

Speaker: Mihye Cho (Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Sungkonghoe University)
Date: 8:50-10:00, 1 February, 2024
Venue: H-168

Language: English

This lecture explored the concept of grievability and societal value through
the experiences and perspectives of survivors of the 10.29 Itaewon Halloween
Tragedy, examining the implications for social resilience in contemporary Korean

society.

(Inviter: Ildeung Na)
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Open Lecture

Contemporary Lives in North Korea

~5 % ¥ B0~

Date: 15:10-17:40, 14 February, 2024
Venue: International Conference Room, Dialogue House (Hybrid)

Languages: English and Korean

Facilitated a discussion on the presenter’s publication on North Korea’s
agricultural reforms, and had a wider discussion about the current state of the

country from several angles.

Moderator: Jae-Jung Suh (International Christian University)
Presentation: Agricultural Reforms During Kim Jong I1 Period
Harumi Kobayashi (International Christian University)
Presentation: Fundamental Economic Policy and Progress During Kim Jong Un Period
Li Byung Hui (Korea University)
Discussants: Kevin Gray (University of Sussex), Sabine Burghart (University of Turku), and

Choi Yong-Ho (Korean Rural Economic Institute)

(Inviter: Jae-Jung Suh)
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43" ICU SSRI-Sophia IGC Symposium

Language Education for Transnational Migrant Children:

Roles of the Country of Origin and Host Country

Date: December 16,

2023

Venue: International Conference Hall, Sophia University Building No. 2

Co-sponsor: ICU Social Science Reserch Institute

Languages: English and Japanese

Program

Time

Topic

9:30 am to 11:30 am

Part 1: Current Situation of Mother Tongue and Heritance Language
Education for Migrant Children
Keynote Speech: Unleashing Community Languages Through ‘Translingualism’
Emi Otsuji (Associate Professor, University of Technology, Sydney)
Discussants: Allen Kim (Senior Associate Professor, International Christian
University)
Mitsuyo Sakamoto (Professor, Sophia University)

12:30 pm to 2:30 pm

Part 2: Mother Tongue Education by Various Actors
Case Report: The Vietnamese Government Initiative on Mother Tongue Education
for Children Overseas

Dao Muc Dich (Lecturer, Vietnam National University)
Case Report: Nepali Language Instruction Outside Nepal: Opportunities and
Constraints

Mark Turin (Associate Professor, The University of British Columbia)
Commentator: Yukari Enoi (Specially Appointed Professor, Osaka University)

2:45 pm to 5:00 pm

Part 3: Panel Discussion “Practices and Issues on Mother Tongue and

Heritage Language Education in Japan”

Panelists: Juri Afuso (Youth Worker, NPO ABC Japan)
Kyaw Kyaw Soe (Shwegangaw Association / NPO Association of]
Myanmar Japan Bridge for Education)
Pritam Lama Golay (Foreign Student Education Promotion Committee
Member, Hyogo Prefectural Ashiya International Secondary School)
Rimi Nakano (Director, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology)

Moderator: Masako Tanaka (Institute of Global Concern, Sophia University)
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The India - Japan Bilateral Partnership in the Indo-Pacific

The Indo-Pacific has become one of this century’s most important strategic
concepts and economic regions. With China’s rise and the intensification of
the U.S.-China rivalry, the region is now witnessing structural shifts that are
increasingly affecting its stability and prosperity. The challenge here is that, on
the one hand, the region has relied to a huge degree on the U.S. and its regional
alliances to uphold security and stability, but on the other hand, its economic
prosperity has become deeply intertwined with China.

The India-Japan bilateral partnership has grown significantly over the years
and became the “Special Strategic and Global” partnership in 2015. With New
Delhi and Tokyo positioned at either end of the Indo-Pacific, this ‘like-minded’
and deepening partnership has often been championed as one that will take on the
role of the region’s stabilizing anchors. This workshop was centered around five
sessions where scholars addressed, analysed and debated core research questions
on the themes of geopolitics, economic and trade relations, maritime security,
infrastructure-connectivity projects, and the culture and identity of India and

Japan in the Indo-Pacific.

Date: August 5, 2023
Venue: International Conference Room, Dialogue House (Hybrid)

Language: English
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Program

Time

Topic

1:00 pm to 1:15 pm

Opening Remarks and Welcome
Katsuhiko Mori (Director, Social Science Research Institute)
Vindu Mai Chotani (Assistant Professor by Special Appointment,

International Christian University)

1:15 pm to 2:05 pm

Session 1
Geopolitics in the Indo-Pacific: India - Japan Relations
Vindu Mai Chotani (Assistant Professor by Special Appointment,
International Christian University)
Commentator: Jagganath Panda (Head, Stockholm Center for South Asian
and Indo-Pacific Affairs)
Chair: Yuki Moritani (Graduate School of Law, Hitotsubashi University)

2:05 pm to 2:55 pm

Session 2
India - Japan Maritime Security Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific

Tomoko Kiyota (Associate Professor, Nagasaki University)
Commentator: Hideshi Tokuchi (President, Research Institute for Peace and
Security)
Chair: Yuki Moritani (Graduate School of Law, Hitotsubashi University)

2:55 pm to 3:45 pm

Session 3
Regional Connectivity in the Indo-Pacific: India and Japan

Titli Basu (Associate Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University)
Commentator: Ryohei Kasai (Visiting Associate Professor, Gifu Women's
University)

Chair: Tomohiko Satake (Associate Professor, Aoyama Gakuin University)

3:45 pm to 4:00 pm

Tea Break

4:00 pm to 4:50 pm

Session 4
Trade and Economic Ties in the Indo-Pacific: India and Japan
Shamshad Khan (Associate Professor, Birla Institute of Technology and
Science)
Commentator: Katsuhiko Mori (Director, Social Science Research Institute)
Chair: Vindu Mai Chotani (Assistant Professor by Special Appointment,

International Christian University)
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4:50 pm to 5:40 pm

Session 5
Cultural Identity in India and Japan: From “Critical” Nationalism to “Asia
as Method”

Giorgiandrea Shani (Professor, International Christian University)
Commentator: Yuki Moritani (Graduate School of Law, Hitotsubashi
University)

Chair: Vindu Mai Chotani (Assistant Professor by Special Appointment,

International Christian University)

5:40 pm to 6:30 pm

External Comments and Discussion

Discussant: Shutaro Sano (Professor, Nihon University)
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