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Foreword

Hiroshi Okawa

Director of Institute for Educational Research and Service

The Institute for Educational Research and Service (IERS) at International Christian
University (ICU) was established on March 23, 1953, as the first research institute
of the university, and celebrated its 70th anniversary in March 2023. The IERS
moved from the second floor of the University Hall to the fourth floor of the Troyer
Memorial Arts and Sciences Hall (commonly known as 7-kan) in commemoration of
its 70t anniversary. Five research institutes previously located in the University
Hall are now clustered on the fourth floor of T-kan, and conversation spaces have
been created in front of them to encourage further interdisciplinary exchange.

Now, as we approach our 71st anniversary, | feel deeply moved. Chiba Akihiro-
sensei, who has long served as an advisor to the IERS, will be resigning this year.
Chiba-sensei first came to ICU because he was drawn to the idea of “achieving
peace through education” and graduated in 1957 as one of the first-year
graduates. In the same year, the Graduate School of Education was established.
Chiba-sensei was one of its first-year enrollees, and in 1959, he became one of
its first-year master's degree holders. Chiba-sensei served as an assistant at the
beginning of the IERS, working on the research project “Philosophical Foundations
of Democratic Education in Japan.” Starting in 1961, he worked for UNESCO for 30
years, coming back to ICU in 1991 as a professor of education and joining IERS. |
completed graduate school at ICU in March 1992, so | was able to work with him for
a short time. Chiba-sensei then worked at our university as a professor until 2004
and as a visiting professor until 2008. He also served as an advisor to the IERS
and continued in that role, but as he turned 90, he decided to retire. | would like to
express my sincere respect for his dedication and contributions.

We were able to have Insung Jung-sensei, Kuriyama Yoko-sensei, and John
C. Maher-sensei continue to serve as advisors to the IERS. We appreciate their
continued support.

Japan is currently at a turning point in education. In the Central Council for
Education’s January 2021 report, the "Reiwa Japanese-style school education”
that we aim to achieve throughout the 2020s was praised as “achieving optimal
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individualized learning and collaborative learning.” Optimal individualized learning
is realized through ICT (Information and Communication Technology). In response
to this report, the Council for Science, Technology, and Innovation of the Cabinet
Office stated in its Policy Package on Education and Human Resource Development
to Realize Society 6.0 that "Paper-based mass classes have their limits as children
become more diverse.” These reports and policies are from the perspective of
human resource development. The ultimate purpose of Christian education is
character formation based on Christianity, and we must never forget that we have
always placed emphasis on dialogue.

If we look around the world, we are reminded that wars and conflicts will not
end, and that our educational philosophy of “achieving peace through education”
is becoming more and more important. The task of forming human beings as
independent individuals, neither mere citizens nor mere human resources, through
liberal arts education is our ongoing mission and responsibility.

| am very pleased to be able to publish Educational Studies Vol. 66. It is the
culmination of many people’'s efforts, and | would like to express my sincere
gratitude to the authors, reviewers, and editors.
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