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The Rainbow Award for Gender and Sexuality
Studies in AY 2022

Olivier AMMOUR-MAYEUR
(AY2022 Selection Committee Chair)
Natsumi IKOMA
(Recommender’s Comments)

Beverley F. M. CURRAN

(Recommender’s Comments)

The Rainbow Award for Gender and Sexuality Studies was established by
Professor Kazuko Tanaka, who founded the Center for Gender Studies (CGS).
The award’s purpose is to recognize outstanding gender and sexuality-related
research in B.A., M.A., or Ph.D. dissertations submitted to the ICU and
encourage further development of gender and sexuality studies. Several
outstanding papers were nominated for the academic year 2022, from which,
Ayami Ono’s senior thesis, “They/Them/Their: The Introduction of the Concept
of Nonbinary in Japan through Translation” and Haruka Nakajima’s Master
thesis, “An Ideal Doll: Female Body as a Mold,” were selected.

Ono-san’s award-winning senior thesis traces the trajectory of Eric Young’s
They/Them/Their: A Guide to Nonbinary & Genderqueer Identities (2019) in Japanese
translation and explores the textual changes; the social implications of its
publication in Japan; as well as reflecting on the impact of reading and
researching the book’s translation on the student’s own identity. This senior
thesis is marked with originality for its engagement with translator and editor,
revealing how this gender-related text circulated in translation with anticipated
and unexpected personal and public effects.

Nakajima-san’s award-winning Master thesis focuses on the motif of a doll

in Japanese literature, and analyze the stories and films from the perspectives
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of gender, race, and nationalism. It was highly evaluated that the gender norms
behind the doll metaphors and the relationship between geopolitical contexts

and gender/racial discriminations were examined in close analyses.



