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The Culture Program: Report

Robert PATERSON, Cultural Program Director 2011

The Cultural Program (CP) component of the SCJ is an important part of the students’
time in Japan as it enables the students to learn much more about Japan than just the
Language. Integral to the successful running of the CP is the work done by the CP staff,
ICU student volunteers, SCJ teachers and the JLP staff and teachers. Without the good
work done by all the above the CP would not be able to operate efficiently and this help
certainly made my job as Director of the CP much easier. As a result of this, the running
of the CP this year went smoothly for the most part.

There were 12 official events organized and run by the CP, which included an outing
to a Kabuki performance and a trip to the Kannon-in temple for zazen meditation practice.
Also Shorinji Kempo, Kyudo and Archery were introduced for the first time this year. The
official calendar has a record of the full range of events organized, and for events that had
a limited number of participants, a lottery was held to determine who would attend.

The CP also ran a Student Lounge for those students attending the course. Here
students interacted with CP staff, Japanese ICU students, and other SCJ students. They
also bought Japanese food such as onigiri, snacks and drinks, signed up for events and got
help with many other things related to life at ICU and Japan in general. Most students made
some use of this facility but the location of the CP lounge (2™ floor) could have been closer
to the classrooms (3™ floor) for easier access.

The workings of the CP Lounge and the methods for assigning students to events were
based largely on the innovations started the previous year. These were again successful
and the procedure should be continued next year. The major problem that recurred was the
lateness and cancellation without notice by the participating students. A stronger message
and firmer stance regarding punctuality and commitment need to be implemented next year.

In conclusion, this year’s CP was fairly successful given the budgetary limitations
the reduced attendance brought. It introduced some new events despite the limitations
and this was a positive thing. These new types of events could be expanded as well as the
reintroduction of events missing this year, if student numbers increase. So all in all there

are many reasons to be positive about the CP for the future.
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Case Western Reserve University Lecturer in Japanese
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Michigan State University Instructor
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Western Carolina University Instructor of Japanese
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Oberlin College Lecturer in Japanese
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
7/4 7/5 7/6 7/7 7/8 7/9
Registration Placement Classes Start
Test,
Orientation Prof. Maher
& Opening Lecture
Ceremony
7/11 7/12 7/13 7/14 7/15 7/16
lkebana Osawadai Prof. Wilson
School Lecture
7/18 7/19 7/20 7/21 7/22 7/23
National
Holiday but Nihon Buyo Kabuki Zazen
Classes as
usual
Heian Court
Music
7/25 7/26 7/27 7/28 7/29 7/30
Zori Making 1 | Zori Making 2 Ghibli
Museuma
8/1 8/2 8/3 8/4 8/5 8/6
Archery/ Shorinji Tea Ceremony
Kyudo Kempo
8/8 8/9 8/10 8/11 8/12 8/13
Classes end On-Campus
Dorm Check-
Farewell Party Out
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ARGENTINA 1 |CANADA 3 |CHINA 4
ITALY 1 |JAPAN/USA 2 | SINGAPORE 1
SLOVENIA 1 |SPAIN 1 |SWEDEN 1
TAIWAN 3 |UK 2 |UK/GERMANY 1
USA 45 |USA/CANADA/JAPAN 1
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