HFZ X RESEARCH ARTICLES

RN E ORI EFEICETHIESR
—BEIICSFHEEFZOH =D S —

A Study on Education of the Third Age in Korea:
With Focus on Lifelong Learning in Korea

Pas
% ZXE] KIM, TaeHoon
® EIHBIERST

National Institute for Educational Policy Research

BE, £EFE, SEmEHE, OECD

Keywords
Korea, lifelong learning, Third Age Education, OECD

ABSTRACT

WENZ BT @i EAE L, B2 S EEEMEE, BRRL Ny, KRR EOBEKE, tLaH
F, FHEEICE L. Ll SiEHEL, DREE, TPEEE, RAKE, KitEEz 070
77 0I3% K OB THIT TV LD L, AR FZEEREIEE T2 0L v ) Fikpmni
PRI REFEALZ Ve LT BEHSEIRRERFRBEICB T 2EMEARLEHETIEI 2T O
T L, EEERE IS T AASNELORE R EDOIL, HEED D o T A BTENEE R AE D
SNThve T72, BEORMRBRCERZ &2l LzboTiE %, PrEmittRilsnT
FRENDTFEIARRRERALMEOR RO 72012, FlE OB 25, AWERE L THK
TLLEND D, HTHIZ, EELESMERL LTHERLZTINE RS2, ©HA, HELH
LOMRME LT, AOMPHARMWEREVIRB#E Do T, BEMICHEZINL 20E %5 %, £z,
Gk, BEZB A EREBE DRI ICERE LN E LTRES NS A2, St aE' T
LR ZEHEITON R T IE % B %\,

The education of the elderly in Korea is undertaken actively, mainly by agencies specializing in Third
Age education, by educational institutions such as universities and organizations at the local authority level,
and also by social and religious groups. However, a problem for Third Age education in Korea is the strong
prejudice against the education of the elderly. It is believed that it is the prerogative of religious or social
organizations whereas programs for preschool education, youth education, adult education, women'’s education
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have been established by a variety of organizations. This very limiting idea needs to be eradicated. Third Age
education should be done, firstly, as a form of education in which elderly people play a main role, interacting
with young people (“by the elderly people”). Secondly, it should be an education whereby elderly people are
the main targets (“of the elderly people”). Thirdly, it should be an education whereby elderly people are the
recipients (“for the elderly people”). Interaction with young people is vital for the removal of prejudice. The
lack of social interest in programs for Third Age education, the monotony of the programs and the shortage of
experts in Third Age educational institutions, imply that Korean society is now unable to realize the potential
educational desires of elderly people. I propose the incorporation of Third Age educational institutions into
ordinary educational institutions, as “The Law of Lifelong Education”. Specialized Agencies for the education
of the elderly, as well as various programs must be established based on a legal infrastructure can be run in
various institutions managing Third Age educational programs by taking legal measures, following Third Age
education organizations. Institutional reforms that make it possible for the elderly to contribute to society must
be undertaken in order to guarantee Third Age education in future in Korea. It is a right that is important to the
elderly.
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