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The actual frequency of the o-VN-da construction:
A replication of Sato 2011

Yutaka SATO

This paper investigated the actual use of a Japanese construction with a verbal noun
(VN), using the Google search engine. The construction investigated consists of a Japanese
verbal noun followed by a copula and co-occurring with its Theme in the accusative, i.e., the
0-VN-da construction. This is a replication of Sato (2011). This paper differs from Sato’s
(2011) method in that it used Google’s Advanced Search and confined the expressions to
what was exactly matching (‘Find web pages that have this exact wording or phrase’). The
verbal nouns in the carrier frame of ‘0 VN da’ (that is, the verbal noun in question preceded
by an accusative marker and followed by the copula da) were searched for and, if there
were any web pages that contained the expression in question within the first 20 results,
the verbal noun in question was designated as ‘used’. If the expression in question did not
appear in the first 20 results, the verbal noun in question was designated as ‘not used.” Of
the sample of 468 verbal nouns, 392 verbal nouns (83.7%) were confirmed as ‘used.” This
figure was close to the occurrence of the construction with a VN followed by -tyuu ‘during’
and co-occurring with its Theme in the accusative, i.e., the o-VN-iyuu construction, a
construction widely accepted in the literature. There were 408 verbal nouns (87.2%) found
‘used’ in this 0-VN-tyuu construction. This shows that the 0-VN-da construction is equally
as frequently used as the o-VN-ityuu construction and is by no means a marginal expression

in Japanese.



