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Kanako Otsuji Lecture

‘Towards a Society that Celebrates Diversity’
Time: 12:30 - 14:30, May 23, 2006

Venue: International Christian University

In Japan today, sexual minorities such as lesbians, gays, bisexuals, inter-sexes,
transgenders face many difficulties due to the discrimination, prejudice, or disinterest
which still prevails in the society. This problem has not yet been fully recognised as a
human rights issue.

For this talk, we invited Ms. Kanako Otsuji (31) who is the youngest female member of
the Osaka Prefectural Assembly. Ms. Otsuji publicly came out as a lesbian in 2005 and
has been active, both in and out of her Assembly duties, in working to secure more
legal support for those in same-sex relationships (such as legal recognition of same-
sex marriages) and establishing a psychological care system for school-age sexual
minorities.

Wanting to give voice to women, youth, and sexual minorities - this was what led Ms
Otsuji to jJump into the political arena. So what is a ‘society that celebrates diversity’ ?
We warmly welcome all of you who are interested in issues of gender, sexuality,
politics, human rights, psychology, education, and law to come and listen and
contribute your thoughts on this topic.



172

AHETFHES
HEF 1 2006 £ 9 BFE
5P EREEHAE

Noriko Ishida Lecture
Time: September 2006 (tentative)
Venue: International Christian University
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International Workshop 2006 - Perspectives from the natural science -
Time: October 6 - 8, 2006
Venue: International Christian University

Since 2004, we have conducted an International Workshop each year. The first
workshop focused on "Perspectives from the Social Sciences" and the second on
"Perspectives from the Humanities". They each dealt with the issues of gender in Asia
as well as peace, security and co-operation in the region. The third workshop, in 2006,
will focus on "Perspectives from the Natural Sciences". As Natural Science deals with
the universal laws of the natural world, it does not at first seem to be a discipline
which has much in common with Gender Studies. However, it is precisely this
universality present in the Natural Sciences which needs to be re-examined from a
gender perspective. The male/ female division which has been used unquestioningly
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in biology must be re-considered in terms of its influence on the gender framework
between men and women today.

The Natural Sciences can also be re-examined from a regional viewpoint. For
example, various indigenous medical skills and knowledge are recently becoming
recognized as part of medical practice. In the past century in Asia, the perception
of proper medical practice has been restricted to western medicine. Skills and
knowledge regarding human sex and reproduction (childbirth, abortion, gender-
specific medicine, etc.) are unevenly distributed across the regions. Thus, traditional
skills and knowledge still co-exist in a complicated relationship with those of western
medicine. This issue in recent years has become a focus of research as a new field.
The upcoming workshop seeks to explore fresh possibilities for this approach.
Researchers, activists and specialists will be invited from Japan and overseas and the
program will include country-specific reports as well as sessions on different topics.
Please check our homepage for further details which are scheduled to be released
before the summer.
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Yuri Horie Lecture
Time: Autumn, 2006 (tentative)
Venue: International Christian University



