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The actual frequency of the 0-VN-da construction

Yutaka Sato

This paper shows how frequently the Japanese copula functions as a light verb and forms a
complex predicate with a verbal noun in the actually occurring data on the internet. Such a
construction with a verbal noun with a copula was sporadically referred to in the literature. This
construction, however, has not been fully discussed as a construction with a verbal noun forming a
complex predicate with a light verb, in comparison to a construction with a verbal noun followed
by the aspectual suffix —fyuu ‘during.” Google search was made from March 13 to June 27, 2010,
to find out how many of 472 verbal nouns occur in the 0-VN-da construction, that is, the
construction with a verbal noun preceded by its theme argument in the accusative and followed by
the copula da. 125 verbal nouns were confirmed as occurring in the 0-VN-da construction, or
26.5% of the 472 occurred in the construction in question. And 236 verbal nouns (50% of the
472) occurred in either the 0-VN-da construction or the 0-VN-ka (where there is a zero copula) ,
or both those constructions. This shows that the 0-VN-da/ka is not a rare construction in Japanese.
It was also confirmed that the type of verbal nouns that occur in this construction is not limited to

the telic type, but atelic and non-agentive verbal nouns also appear in the construction in question.





