Editor’s Introduction

The International Christian University is strongly committed to Asian Studies.
The first president of ICU, Yuasa Hachiro, insisted that ICU should be
international, inter-racial, inter-cultural, and co-educational. He encouraged broad
exchange relationships with scholars and students in Asia. Cho Takeda Kiyoko
was instrumental in setting up a Committee on Asian Studies in 1958 which in
1971 was re-organized as the Institute of Asian Cultural Studies. She served as
Director of the Institute for many years. Under her direction, the Institute has
sought to facilitate research of Asian societies, including Japan, and to understand
their historical development in world perspective. Specifically the Institute has
sought to: 1) Invite scholars from various countries in Asia, and other parts of the
world to conducts research on the historical, religious, economic, political, and
other aspects of Asian cultures; 2) Carry out joint research projects with academic
groups and institutes which share a common interest in Asia; 3) Collect, organize,
and preserve research materials relating to Asia; 4) Plan and hold lectures,
seminars, and symposia on Asian topics; and 5) Publish the results of research in
Asian Cultural Studies and in other publications.

Volume 27 of Asian Cultural Studies includes fifteen articles, four written in Japanese
and eleven in English. The issue also includes two book reviews. Most of the
articles are by members of the Institute or by visiting reseachers affiliated with the
Institute. In this volume we include a symposium of four papers on Japanese
religion which was presented as a panel in the 2000 Asian Studies Conference
Japan. The panel was organized by Steven Covell and Ranjana Mukhopadhyaya.
The article by Yulia Mikhailova also had its origin as a presentation to the Asian
Studies Conference Japan in 1998. The Asian Studies Conference Japan (ASC])
was founded in 1997 to promote interdisciplinary scholarly exchange in an
English-language format and to broaden communication among Japan-based
scholars of Asia. In March 1996 it was formally affiliated with the Association for
Asian Studies as the first regional conference of the Association based outside
North America. The Institute of Asian Cultural Studies serves as the administrative

headquarters of the conference. For more information on ASC]J, please visit its
website: http://202.13.138.110/ ~kokusai/ascj01.htm.

The Institute encourages submission of manuscripts related to Asian studies.
Manuscripts of articles, translations, or book reviews submitted for publication
should be double-spaced and sent in both hard-copy and disk format. Brief
summaries of the articles follow:

Symposium: Social Engagement in Modern Japanese Religion. Since the
turn of the century, social engagement movements have played important roles in
Japanese religions. For Buddhist sects, they offered a method to reshape certain



negative images carried over from the Edo period, while for Christian groups they
offered an opportunity to expand in a rapidly changing society. In a similar
manner, the social engagement activities of the New Religions have allowed them
the means to reach out to broader segments of society. The following papers
explore the history and contemporary relevance of social engagement movements
in Japanese religions.

Inaba Keishin’s paper focuses on the New Religions. He seeks to demonstrate
theoretically why some members of the New Religions in Japan became involved
in charitable activities and how altruism is nurtured. He concludes that amongst
the New Religions there are some that positively encourage a change in their
members’ attitudes towards altruism, and consequently members increasingly
become involved in charitable activities.

Ranjana Mukhopadhyaya’s paper analyzes Rissho Koseikai’s “Movement for a
Brighter World.” She argues that, in order to make itself acceptable in the local
community, especially among non-Rissh6 Koseikai members, it was essential for
this movement to give up its religious apparel and present itself as a “secular”
organization. Her analysis shows, however, the manner in which this movement
makes use of the facilities, personnel and the local networks of Rissho Koseikai
churches and, in turn, how it enables Rissho Koseikai to mark its presence in the
local community and widen its network of relationships.

Stephen G. Covell’s paper focuses on the Tendai sect’s postwar “Light Up Your
Corner Movement.” He offers an introduction to this movement which has served as
the heart of Tendai’s activities in the postwar period and demonstrates how the Tendai
sect seeks to create a new relationship with parishioners through the movement.
Elizabeth A. Dorn’s paper discusses the varied relief measures members of the
Japan Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (JWCTU) implemented in response
to widespread copper contamination in Japan’s first major environmental pollution
incident, the Ashio Copper Mine Incident. The JWCTU worked to arouse public
concern about the damage wrought, to collect and distribute money and relief
goods, and to provide free medical care. It also addressed fundamental problems
inhibiting the elevation of women’s status in society and the home.

Yulia Mikhailova has written a fascinating account of political satire during the
Russo-Japanese War of 1904-05. Based on a study of comic pictures that appeared
in Japan, Russia, and Europe, the author provides an unique approach to
understand how Japanese and Russians looked at each other during the war years.
The study not only gives insight into the role racism played in defining images of
enemy and self, but also contributes to research on the development of the comic
spirit in Japan and Russia at the beginning of the twentieth century.

Robert D. Eldridge is the author of the recently published The Origins of the
Bilateral Okinawa Problem: Okinawa in Postwar US-Japan Relations, 1945-1952
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(Garland, 2001). This article examines a path-breaking study of the return of the
Amami Islands in 1953. Eldridge sheds light on this forgotten chapter of U. S.-
Japanese relations, and by paying attention to the Amami reversion movement, he
is able to offer instructive comparisons with the process which led to the reversion

of Okinawa in 1972.

Mika Mervié is a specialist of the politics of environmental change. His article
begins with a general introduction to the environmental politics in Japan and then
concentrates on the history of legislation that deals with the conservation of birds.
Mervio includes a study of changing Japanese perceptions of nature and notes,
with sadness, the great massacre of many Japanese species of birds during the
course of Japan’s modernization. His critique of Japanese environmental hostility
warns that recent trends toward political decentralization will increasingly
disenfranchise the avian population of Japan.

Jeffrey P. Bayliss’s article examines the history of relations between Burakumin
and ethnic Korean residents of one Buraku community in Osaka from the prewar
period to the early 1980’s. Specifically, it focuses on how the postwar Buraku
Liberation Movement and national “dowa” policies implemented within the
community influenced the ways in which the two minorities have come to relate to
one another within their shared community.

Ng Kwok Wai’s article examines the role played by symmetry in the performance of
the Japanese ancient dance form known as bugaku. His primary example is taken from
the symmetrical, balanced and parallel arrangement of motifs appearing in bugaku
costumes. However his analysis also covers patterns found in instrumental settings,
music, and dance. By concentrating on costume motifes, the author hopes to gain
insight into the governing principles of Heian period music and dance performance.

Yinghong Li has written on Yu Hua, a popular contemporary Chinese novelist.
Writing from his favorite narrative point of view, that of a young man entering
adulthood, Yu Hua challenges the traditional bildung plot. By injecting senseless
and inarticulate violence and misery Yu Hua’s delineation of the process of
growing up thus becomes anti-bildung. He extends this negative portrayal of
human experience in his novels, so that living becomes anesthetized, a gratuitous
and innocuous state of being. The intentional avoidance of any political and
ideological implications problematizes conventional interpretation.

Kamata Yoji is interested in different approaches anthropologists use in
understanding developing countries, especially relating to the notion of change.
His research note examines areas of change in Sherpa society in Nepal and
compares the methodology and modes of thought of three scholars who have, at
different times, studied the transformation of Sherpa society.
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Minamoto Ryoen contributed an article entitled “From J6i to Kaikoku: Yokoi
Shonan’s New Internationalism” in Volume 26 of Asian Cultural Studies. The
present article is a companion piece, dealing with Yokoi’s understanding of the
concept of “public” (Gyake), an understanding that served as a basis of his
internationalism. He examines how Yokoi came to view concepts such as “public
and private,” “public discussion,” and “common good” and relates this
philosophical understanding of the “public” to the political realities involved in
opening Japan to the outside world.

»” «

Fukuda Hideichi has been writing about travel diaries of Japanese novelists and
poets in the modern era. In Volume 24 and 25 of Asian Cultural Studies he studied
the travel diary of Kinoshita Mokutaro (Ota Masao). In this issue he takes up the
diary of Yanaihara Tadao, the famous Christian pacifist and legal scholar and
examines his first two years spend abroad in Europe in 1920 to 1923 .

Sun Jianjun is interested in the international relations of language. His article
looks particularly at the translation of three English words, “consul,” “insurance,”
and “jury” as they appeared in Fukuzawa Yukichi’s seminal English-Chinese /
Japanese dictionary, the Zotei Ka-Ei Tsugo, published in 1860. The author
examines the processes through which new Chinese character compounds were
created and received in Japan and China.

Matsunaka Kanji looks at the linguistic theories of the Japanese scholar Tokieda
Motoki and compares them with the modern French linguist Ferdinand de
Saussure. Although they have many differences, they share a structural view of
language. The author attempts to show that in some ways Tokieda’s theories have
a modern cognitive base developed well before transformatlon grammar which is
the core of American structural linguistics.

A summary of the activities of the Institute of Asian Cultural Studies in 2000 is
also included in this volume. We note with sadness the passing of Professor
Yamamoto Tatsuro, one of Japan’s great scholars of Asia, known particularly for
his work on the history of Vietnam. Professor Yamamoto taught at ICU between
1972 and 1981 after his retirement from the University of Tokyo and was an active
member of the Institute of Asian Cultural Studies, serving as Senior Advisor to the
Institute until his death in the date.

Finally I wish to express my gratitude to the fine work of the Institute’s research
assistant staff, Takasaki Megumi, Miyazawa Eriko, Uno (Tokuda) Ayako, and Sun
Jianjun, for their work in proofreading and otherwise preparing the manuscript for
publication.

March 30, 2001
M. William Steele
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