Editor’s Introduction

The International Christian University is strongly committed to Asian Studies. The
first president of ICU, Yuasa Hachiro, insisted that ICU should be international, inter-
racial, and co-educational. He encouraged broad exchange relationships with scholars
and students in Asia. Cho Takeda Kiyoko was instrumental in setting up a Committee
on Asian Studies in 1958 which in 1971 was re-organized as the Institute of Asian
Cultural Studies. She served as Director of the Institute for many years. Under her
direction, the Institute has sought to facilitate research of Asian societies, including
Japan, and to understand their historical development in a world perspective. Specifi-
cally the Institute has sought to: 1) Invite scholars from various countries in Asia, and
other parts of the world, to conduct research on the historical, religious, economic,
political, and other aspects of Asian cultures; 2) Carry out joint research projects with
academic groups and institutes which share a common interest in Asia; 3) Collect,
organize, and preserve research materials relating to Asia; 4) Plan and hold lectures,
seminars, and symposia on Asian topics; and 5) Publish the results of research in
Asian Cultural Studies and in other publications.

Volume 26 of Asian Cultural Studies includes twelve articles, four written in En-
glish, seven in Japanese, and one in German. This issue also includes two book re-
views. Most of the articles are by members of the Institute or by visiting researchers
affiliated with the Institute. Several articles are by scholars who submitted manu-
scripts for review. The Institute encourages submission of manuscripts related to
Asian Studies. Manuscripts of articles, translations, or book reviews submitted for
publication should be double-spaced and sent in both hard-copy and floppy-disk for-
mat. Brief summaries of the articles follow:

Minamoto Ryoen’s essay traces the conversion of a leading Confucian thinker,
Yokoi Shonan, from a position of “expulsion” (joi) to advocacy of opening the coun-
try (kaikoku) to Western influence. Decisive to this change of heart was his encounter,
in the autumn of 1855, with Kaikoku zushi, a compendium of knowledge on the West
originally published in China in 1843. Minamoto concludes that Shonan’s thought
was not so much governed by an “open” or “closed” country paradigm, as by a divi-
sion of the world into countries which followed “the way” and those which did not.
Information gleaned from Kaikoku zushi allowed Shonan to conclude that Western
countries were also in possession of the universal way.

Kojima Yasunori’s article compares Islam and Confucianism. He notes that the
distinction in Islam between external law (shariah) and internal truth (haqiah) is
similar to distinctions postulated by Confucian thinkers such as Chu Hsi, Wang
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Yangming and Ogyu Sorai. Moreover, he notes a tendency, common both to Islam
and Confucian thought, towards more universal humanism the further detached these
thought patterns become from their historical, geographical and cultural roots.

Takasaki Megumi’s contribution looks at the experiences of so-called “hidden
Christians” (kakure kurishitan) who were forced to come to terms with the “hidden”
or “concealed” nature of their religious practices. The idea of “concealment” as a
positive value can be seen in various documents handed down among hidden Chris-
tian communities, making a contrast with the experience of Christian martyrs who
thought of concealment as a sin. The article seeks to provide a basis for understanding
the belief system of hidden Christians in contemporary Japanese society.

Okamoto Yoshiko’s article looks at Rabindranath Tagore’s view of the modern na-
tion state. While opposed to British colonial rule, Tagore was decisively opposed to
the spread of nationalism in India. She examines Tagore’s defense of human freedom,
which lay at the basis of his understanding of religion, his notion of the ideal society
for India, and his writings on the fate of Indian civilization.

Onitsuka Hiroshi’s essay examines the contemporary relevance of the structure of
prewar Japanese regional society by relating it to the concept of “neo-modernization”
(gendaika). According to this mode of analysis, the war-footing imposed on Japanese
society at the time of the Sino-Japanese and Russo-Japanese wars influenced all areas
in villages and towns, including political participation, tax collection, and the forma-
tion of industrial labor unions. These mobilization policies served to protect small and
medium-sized industries and left a decisive stamp on the character of Japanese re-
gional society thereafter.

Inagaki Shigeko’s article analyzes the writings left by Japanese castaways in Russia.
As a linguist, she concentrates on the translation of Russian words and is especially
concerned to see how the Japanese, coming into sudden and unexpected contact with
foreign culture, tried to understand Christianity and the life styles and values of the
Russian people they encountered. Inagaki’s article contributes to an understanding of
the difficulties involved in early East-West intellectual exchange.

Ma-Ji Rhee’s article examines Japan’s attempt to assimilate Korea into its colonial
empire through the use of Confucian rites and rituals common to both cultures. Spe-
cifically use was made of ritual practices in the family context, especially the practice
of ancestor worship, to create parallels through which Shinto rituals could be adopted.
School rituals were also introduced in an attempt to indigenize rites of emperor wor-
ship in colonial Korea.
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Stephen Covell’s article demonstrates the ways in which law has shaped the manage-
ment structures of Buddhist temples in Japan. Covell shows the study of Buddhist
temples in Japan as juridical persons can provide rich material on the daily life and
running of temples; material that is otherwise overlooked taking a standard textual
Buddhist Studies approach.

Michael Auslin’s article takes up the issue of tariff reform as a means to assess Japa-
nese foreign policy in the 1860s. Contrary to studies which have emphasized bakufu
weakness in dealing with experienced Western diplomats, Auslin shows how the
bakufu was skillfully able to influence, if not determine, the course of foreign affairs
in the period immediately prior to the Meiji Restoration.

M.William Steele looks at the environmental consequences of the gravel industry
which developed along the banks of the Tama River in the late 19th and early 20th
century. The Tama River, once broad and deep, was a major source of gravel, an
indispensable ingredient for the building of modern Japan. By the 1960s, when the
industry was disbanded, the river was reduced to a shallow flow, dammed at its
source, and its course cemented in place.

Yinghong Li looks at Can Xue, the only female member of the avant-garde group of
writers in contemporary China. At both the individual and the collective levels, Can
Xue’s delineation of the unconscious mind does not automatically lend itself to coher-
ent analysis. Yet when examined closely, the extremely self-destructive, and highly
irrational, behaviors her characters engage in, point toward a nihilistic view of the
human situation. While this view is also shared by the other avant-garde writers in
China, Can Xue portrays it with wit and black humor.

Wakita Haruko’s article, translated into German by Iwakura Yoriko and Adrian
Gerber, offers an analysis of the political and social structure of towns in medieval
Japan, noting especially the role played by religious communities and religious rites.
The examples of Kyoto and Oyamazaki are used as case studies in showing the devel-
opment of mechnisims of autonomous town government. Wakita concludes that
“townsmen” (chonin) managed to establish themselves independent from the control
of feudal lords, deriving their power not from occupational groupings but from re-
gional religious communities.

A brief summary of the activities of the Institute of Asian Cultural Studies in 1999
is also included in this volume. Finally, I wish to express my gratitude to the fine work
of the Institute’s research assistant staff, Takasaki Megumi, Miyazawa Eriko, Sun
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Jianjun and Uno Ayako, for their work in proofreading and otherwise preparing the
manuscript for publication.

March 30, 2000
M. William Steele
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