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Functional Tolerance as a Structure of Society :

From the Person to the Individual

<Summary>

Yuki Hagiwara

This paper is a sequel of “On the Other in a Relation to Functional
Tolerance”. Functional Tolerance is a theory proposed by Yoichiro Murakami.
It shows necessary conditions for several kinds of concepts and theories to
function. In the last paper I tried to reconsider it as a theory of human perspective
from the view of Lacanian psychoanalysis. However, it is also a theory of the
structure of society. The purpose of this paper is to discuss about functional
tolerance by referring to Kenelm Buriddge’s social anthropology.

The theory of functional tolerance consists of two important concepts. The
one is nomos which is a regulative power, and the other is chaos which is a kind
of energy directed blindly. Nomos gives direction to chaos, which is a process
of socialization. A baby gradually learns languages and rules, and then his/her
chaos is molded. An example of the rule is harm-to-others principle in modern
society. People have a free hand if they don’t harm others and society. This is the
reason their self-determination rights should be protected though many people
judge that one’s decision is foolish.

However, there are some misfits who are alienated from society. Their
behaviors are recognized as deviation from the social order. For example, the
realm of artist is a sanctuary where the application of social nomos is limited.
According to Murakami, their behaviors are usually permitted because they
absorb the chaotic energy of ordinary people. Their deviation paradoxically

serves as a stabilizer against the chaotic explosion of energy. This example shows
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there is a surplus part which is not regulated by nomos and it has an important
role to maintain society. This surplus part is called functional tolerance.

A similar instance of the role of artists mentioned above is that of shamans in
traditional society. Burridge calls ordinary people or well-socialized people the
person. Shamans are not the person but they are also the members of society or
cultural beings. One important role of shamans as the unsocialized elements of
the person is to heal the moral lesion and ordinary people consult them. Shamans
not only resolves but also delineates moral problems, reveal them, and suggest
solutions. In this way they reiterate the normative moralities, but this process
contains the seeds of qualifying, developing, or transcending current moralities.

Artists and shamans can be an investigator of moral innovation. When one as
the person becomes a creative spark poised and ready to change tradition, he/she
will be the individual. He/she tries to transcend the given moral order and the

theory of functional tolerance shows structurally how it will be achieved.
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