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On the Other in Relation to Functional Tolerance

<Summary>

Yuki Hagiwara

Functional tolerance proposed by Yoichiro Murakami is one of the
keywords of the grand theory on peace, security and conviviality in ICU-COE
program. He defined this concept in relation to the other. The purpose of this
paper is to reconsider why functional tolerance is inseparable from the existence
of the other from the view of Lacanian psychoanalysis.

An example of functional tolerance is a cross-cultural communication.
Why a person who belongs to the culture A can compare himself/herself with
the one in culture B? This problem also can be seen in philosophy of science.
Those who belong to different paradigms can understand one another, though
they cannot go outside from their own paradigms. They cannot understand other
paradigms or cultures completely, but can do to some extent, which is called
incommensurability. This is functional tolerance which does not contain moral
and ethical meanings. Rather, it gives them an opportunity to discuss their moral
or ethical issues coming from their different cultures.

According to Murakami, culture shock is an experience of functional
tolerance. A person has a shocking experience in cross-cultural communication
not because he/she finds other cultures which are different from his/her own
one, but because he/she finds that what he/she has chosen as his/her own culture
unconsciously is an option. He/she can choose other options theoretically or
functionally. All persons born in society are under the influence of its nomos, but
which is not the only one he/she can belong to. Murakami defines that the nomos

is regulative power which gives direction to the chaos of a person and molds it
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into the existing framework of the community.

D. W. Winnicott explains this process from the view of psychoanalysis.
A relationship with his/her mother as the other is necessary for socialization of
the baby. He/she passes an intermediate state between a baby’s inability and
his/her growing ability to recognize and accept reality. At the beginning the
mother accepts all he/she wants, but the eventual task is to disillusion him/her.
Winnicott says that the baby loses his/her omnipotence in this way. However,
Jacques Lacan points out that what is lost through the process of socialization
is the mother’s omnipotence. The baby finds that the mother is not omnipotent
now and he/she cannot compensate for the loss because he/she does not have the
object which the mother desires and is a symbol of her omnipotence.

The baby becomes a psychoanalytic subject who desires the object in
this way. The process is called symbolization. Lacan says that the subject does
not desire the object thoroughly and does as far as his/her present perspective
does not change. This means that his/her nomos gives direction to the chaos.
The symbolized subject does not accept the lack of symbolization and never
gives up the omnipotence. He/she convinces that he/she will get the lost
object again, which is a kind of illusion keeping him/her away from the lack.
The psychoanalyst brings this mechanism to light by showing that there is
no one who has the object, which can be a chance he/she changes the present
perspective. The relationship between the subject and the other is a necessary

condition of functional tolerance.
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