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Hannah Arendt’s thought and ‘Origins of Totalitarianism’

<Summary>

Daisuke Moriwake

This paper discusses Hannah Arendt’s philosophical task to overcome
totalitarian regime. It also discusses her political philosophy such as the
analytical concept of ideology and terror, existential vision of human beings, and
her vision of declining natural right theory.

Arendt thought that totalitarianism is the most radical denial of freedom.
She finds out the essence of the domination in the concentration camps which
were built by ambitious totalitarian people to demonstrate the fact that human
being is an only “the bundle of reactions”.

This vision shows us that Arendt understood the totalitarian regime was the
amalgam of ideology and terror. Ideology is the explanation of human behavior
and it sees every human activity as a given one by doomed law of history.
Terror is the human activity which is based on the logic of ideological law.
According to these definitions, Arendt draws her vision of totalitarianism like
follows. People never show their voluntary activity under the regime because
whole activity should be understood by the law of history, and they are actually
ruled by the terror which enforce them to behave like a puppet or “the bundle of
reactions”.

Moreover, Arendt discussed that such kind of governance is made by
a special type of personality. Totalitarian people radically denied the world
including themselves. Arendt symbolizes their mentality; “everything is
possible” and “everything is acceptable”.

Such mentality is given to them from the imperial colonization process in
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Asia and Africa. They re-imported the experience into the European region. This
means that they broke not only the nation state system which had protected the
human rights in Europe but also the traditional concept of natural right theory of
the West.
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