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DI Z T OXGRE T2 T T KO BN 55T % i T OREN
ZHITH %,
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DIRVPEFRMEICH R LD S, KRR EZD THEA DF G2 ML DD, HEHO
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EIRDEE S ORFSIE. BEHFOTEERD R SEREEIC I DWW CHER U IeESREEH I B
H 2 EMHICSGRZR Uy 2O ROIKOME 2R EFAFHC, ESRIPEDZ
Btz d C & BIFOEFBES P ERETICEO 5 i#mD M5 2572 LWV A %,
S5 U PHRHIE DA O MU, THEJE U 7o SRR ERRGI O 0 # 238 U T, SZRChHE
D—JLRE, —HlEE LTo IHERESR) Ok, Btz Kins e TnRlice
LE A %o I, T LEMRMNERILL TEYD. HEREREKDENTEIDELS
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TG D Mg AR 72 IAHUC RE U B S R CHUS A 217 > T 3 DISH L T,
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L HE L d 2 & RIRHTNIEN & 72 0 . BRI O FfR-> K S OMEER R & 75> T
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Social Dynamics in Global Perspective:

Issues and Approaches for Comparative Analysis in Social Sciences

<Abstract>

Ariko Ota

This paper discusses theorization of social change in social sciences by
giving a critical review of the recent discussions in the disciplines. It specifically
refers to the recent studies that discuss historicity of the major concepts and
theories on political and social changes through analysis of experiences that
previous studies had not paid much attention. These studies suggest that it would
be necessary to revise these concepts and theories through analysis of specific
experiences. As some scholars seek out for possibility of theorization through
comparison of the cases to identify common ground among the cases, the author
of this paper argues the significance of comparative analysis for revising these
concepts and having better theories based on historical and regional oriented
analysis. While recognizing some of the challenges within regional analysis, the
author discusses the significance of framing each case with specific temporal
and geographic frame and specifying the realm of generalization. The paper also
discusses the recent trends in the discipline that analyze social phenomena by
looking at multiple dimensions. With an awareness of regional diversity as well
as complexity of social phenomena, social scientists need to develop diachronic
and multiple perspectives to analyze social dynamics while keeping their tasks

for theorization.
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