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Some Issues on the early phases of the Taiping movement’s
attack on Beijing (Jt50)

<Summary>

Hideaki Kikuchi

The Taiping movement (K *F K [ : 1850 ~ 1864) had a great impact on
modern Chinese history. It had a strong influence on Sun Wen ( £& 32 ) , the
Nationalist Party ([ K 4%%) leader, who masterminded the attack on Beijing —
Beifa (AtfX) . This article aims to examine the early phases of Taiping’s attack
on Beijing.

Taiping departed Nanjing ( # 5{ ) as a twenty-thousand-strong army and
advanced up north thanks to the Qing (7&) government’s ill-organized defense.
The army crossed the river Huanghe (#3i7) and attacked Huaiqing (1#£5%) for
fifty-four days, while leaving three to four thousand soldiers at the south bank
waiting for reinforcements. This operation was not successful; the exhausted
Taiping army withdrew from Huaiging. In exchange of this sacrifice, however,
they regained mobility and debouched to the Huabei (#JL) plains near Beijing,
surprising the Qing court.
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