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To Secure World Peace in 21st Century

Ideal and Reality in the Peace Movement

<Summary>

Hiroyuki Okada

This article aims to make clear the task of peace movement in the
contemporary world, analyzing historical process of the last century of World-
War and World - Revolution.

Last century started by antagonisms between imperialist powers, and these
antagonisms resulted in the World War I from 1914 to 1918. After the war
to establish international collaborations of the states League of Nations was
organized. And learning from the disastrous war, the first treaty for negation of
wars, Kellog-Briand Pact in 1928, was born.

Notwithstanding of these preventive efforts, one another war, World War
IT occurred. Again this time the principle cause of war was antagonism between
advanced capitalist countries, but a capitalist country Germany invaded of Soviet
Union, a socialist country, the homeland of the World - Revolution, then began a
war between two different social systems.

In 1945 the allied powers defeated the axis powers. The causalities and
the scale of destructions surpassed far beyond that of the World War [ . The
United Nations was established, and the war crimes against human beings were
punished at the international tribunals, and the charter of the UN declared that
an aggressive country should be sanctioned. However, the winners of the war
were divided into two different groups of allied states, the one was headed by
the USA and the other was headed by Soviet Union. The hope for a lasting peace
was frustrated by this new antagonism between two camps ,the capitalist and the
socialist.

The clear landmark of the beginning of the Cold War was Korean War
in 1950-53.The confrontation of the two systems was a total confrontation of

political, economical, social, and ideological rivalry. The Cold War brought a
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quite different situation of world order in the first half of the century , a situation
of “neither war nor peace” between the two camps. UN had lost its functions to
maintain world peace through the security council, at which vetos of USA and /
or SU refused unanimous measures to take for peace to be secured.

The Cold War ended in 1991, Soviet Union collapsed, the socialist camp
was defeated in a peaceful international environment. This is of course not the
excellent result of peace movement, but the end of the Cold War had brought
with it the end of ideological schism, or of confrontation of social values so
seriously pursued in the period.

International society in 1990s, in the main, has got a sort of uniform norm
of social values to attain such as political democracy, fundamental human rights,
freedom of thought, and the market economy. The period of divergence of the
ideals is over.

So nowadays crisis of the peace, caused by USA’ s unilateral military
behavior in Iraq are quite disappointing. The convergence of international values
and the triumph of the USA is both sides of the medal of the age. We have to
separate these two, demanding USA to behave subject to the legitimate principle
of the international norms of human kind, which appeared after the end of the
Cold War.
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