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History of “Kyaria”(Career) in Japanese Bureaucracy:

Focusing on the word and its concept

<Summary>

Sho Kawate

In Japan, a word “kyaria” designates a person who passes the 1st Grade
Examination for National Public Servants (Kokka Koumuin Saiyou Isshu Shiken)
and is employed by the central ministries. Kyaria is also a value-laden concept
that indicates tokken-kanryou, or a privileged bureaucrat, who can be promoted
very rapidly and reach executive posts such as vice-minister or bureau head.
Although it is natural to think that the word kyaria is derived from an English
word, career, this word originally does not have these meanings. This English
word has been distorted, or saying it in a more neutral way, transformed into the
Japanese concept in a process of import to Japan.

This paper tries to reveal when the word came to Japan from where, and
how and why it was changed into the Japanese concept, kyaria. This will be
accomplished through seeking the word in dictionaries, textbooks of public
administration, non-fiction books and reportages, and analyzing how the word is
used in each documents.

As a result of thorough scrutiny of documents, there are four major findings
in this paper. First, Gaimusho, or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, has been
functioning as a an incubator of the Japanese concept of kyaria. Secondly, the
origin of the concept can date back to the pre-war period, probably around the
middle of 1930s. Third, the concept, which had been used only in the pre-war
Gaimusho, began to flow out to other ministries of Kasumigaseki in the early
years of 1960s. Finally, the concept, going out of Kasumigaseki, started to
become public from 1970s.
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